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Book Four  -  Givin q Awa y You r Fait h 

A WOR D FROM 
THE AUTHO R 

People hav e described th e importanc e o f sharing ou r fait h i n a  variety o f 
ways: 

Telling peopl e about Jesus Chris t i s th e greates t thin g sinc e 
peanut butter . 

Witnessing i s on e hungr y begga r telling another hungr y begga r 
where t o fin d bread . 

The Christia n lif e withou t witnessin g i s lik e eatin g cold mashe d 
potatoes. 

But th e Apostle Pau l describe d i t best , "I a m not ashame d o f the Gospel , 
because i t i s th e powe r o f Go d for th e salvatio n o f everyone wh o 
believes; f i rst fo r th e Jew, then fo r th e Gentile " (Roman s 1:16) . 

Soon afte r I  accepted Jesus Christ , I  stoo d u p i n a  church with sweat y 
palms an d a pounding hear t an d told thos e peopl e I  ha d invited Jesus t o 
live i n me . I  told the m I  wanted Roman s 1 : 16 to b e true abou t me . I 
wanted t o b e an unashamed witnes s fo r Jesu s Christ . Sinc e then , 
communicating Chris t t o othe r peopl e ha s prove n t o b e both a n exciting 
adventure an d a faith-stretching experience . 

Communicating ou r fait h stimulate s u s t o gro w i n ou r faith . Th i s boo k 
will hel p you becom e a Romans 1:1 6 Christia n —  unashame d o f the 
Gospel. I  challeng e you t o joi n m e i n th e dail y privileg e an d challenge o f 
giving away our faith . 

The Movin g Toward Maturit y serie s include s fiv e book s designe d t o hel p 
you grow i n Chris t an d give your lif e awa y to others . B y going throug h 
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Following Jesus, Spending Time Alone with Cod,  an d Making Jesus Lord  you wil l 
have a solid understandin g o f who Go d i s an d who yo u ar e i n Christ . 
Now it' s tim e t o focu s o n othe r people . They , like us , have a deep need 
for Jesu s an d somewhere dow n insid e a  desperate desir e t o fin d Him . 
God wants t o us e yo u t o encourag e the m t o kno w Him . 

After yo u complet e thi s book , finish th e serie s b y going through Influencing 
Your World. 

God's desir e an d my praye r fo r yo u i s tha t th e thing s yo u discove r o n th e 
following page s wil l becom e no t jus t a  part o f you notes , but a  part o f 
your life . Ma y all that' s accomplishe d i n you r lif e b e for Hi s hono r an d 
glory. 
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PURPOSE 
Th i s boo k wil l hel p you gras p on e o f the basic s o f livin g lif e wit h Jesu s 
Christ. Yo u wil l discove r you r plac e in God' s pla n to lea d people t o 
Himself. Throug h wha t yo u lear n yo u wil l tak e the nex t ste p alon g the 
path o f true discipleship . 

Discipleship ca n be partially define d as : 

becoming independentl y dependen t o n Jesus Christ , and 

"* teachin g people to b e taught b y God . 

Paul summarize d th e persona l discipleshi p proces s whe n h e said, "( I am ) 
confident o f this , that H e wh o bega n a good work i n yo u wil l carr y i t o n 
to completio n unti l th e da y of Chris t Jesus" (Philippian s 1:6) . 

Before yo u begi n doin g the Bibl e studie s i n thi s book , ask Jesus Chris t t o 
complete al l H e want s t o d o i n you r life . 



Moving Towar d Maturit y Series 

USES FO R 
THIS BOO K 

1. SMAL L GROUPS : Yo u ca n use thi s boo k a s a  member o f an 
organized grou p (Discipleshi p Group ) le d b y an adult leader * Eac h 
person i n thi s grou p sign s th e commitmen t shee t o n pag e 11 , and 
agrees t o us e the boo k wee k b y week fo r persona l growth . 

2. INDIVIDUALS : Yo u ca n go through thi s boo k o n you r own , doing 
one lesso n eac h week fo r you r ow n persona l growth . 

3. DISCIPLIN G Y O U N G E R S T U D E N T S : Afte r yo u appl y eac h session i n 
this boo k t o you r ow n life , you ca n help a  younger perso n o r younge r 
group throug h Giving  Away Your Faith. 

*The Leader' s Guid e fo r the Moving Toward Maturity series ca n be purchased from Reac h Ou t 
Youth Solutions . Se e the order informatio n i n the back of this book . 

8 
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PRACTICAL HINT S 
(How t o ge t the mos t ou t o f this book ) 

If you want to gro w a s a Christian, you mus t ge t rea l with Go d an d apply 
the Bibl e t o you r life . Sometime s that' s hard , but thi s boo k ca n help you i f 

Begin eac h session wit h prayer . 
Ask Go d t o spea k t o you. 

Use a  Bible that' s eas y to read . 
T ry th e Ne w International  Version. 

you will : 

3. Wor k throug h th e entir e session . 
— Loo k u p the Bibl e verses . 

I> Thin k throug h th e answers . 
— Wr i t e th e answers . 
— I" > Jot dow n an y questions yo u have . 
— ^ Memoriz e th e assigne d verse(s) . 

(Use th e Bibl e memor y card s i n th e bac k o f the 
book. Group s shoul d selec t a  single translatio n t o 
memorize, in orde r t o recit e th e verse(s ) together. ) 

\ 4 . Appl y eac h session t o you r life . 
— )  As k Go d t o sho w yo u ho w t o ac t on wha t you'r e 

learning from Hi s Word . 
— Obe y Hi m i n you r relationships , attitudes, and 

actions. 

— s > Talk ove r th e result s wit h othe r believer s wh o ca n 
encourage an d advise you. 
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A DISCIPLESHI P 
GROUP 

Set asid e two separat e time s eac h week t o wor k o n th e assigne d 
session. I f possible , complete the whol e Bibl e Stud y durin g the 
f i rst time . The n durin g the secon d tim e (th e da y of o r th e day 
before you r nex t group meeting) , review wha t you've learned . 

Take your Bible , this book , and a pen o r penci l t o ever y grou p 
meeting. 
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PERSONAL 
COMMITMENT 

, hereby 
dedicate mysel f to th e followin g commitments : 

1. T o submi t mysel f daily to Go d an d to al l tha t H e want s t o 
teach m e about growing as a  follower o f Jesus. 

2. T o atten d al l weekl y grou p meeting s unles s a  serious illnes s 
or circumstanc e make s tha t impossible . I f I  mis s mor e tha n 
one meeting , I wil l withdra w willingl y fro m th e group i f i t i s 
determined necessar y afte r meetin g with th e group leader . 

3. T o complet e th e assignment s withou t fai l a s they ar e due 
each week. 

4. T o b e actively involve d i n m y loca l church . 

I understan d tha t these commitment s ar e no t onl y t o th e Lor d 
but to th e grou p an d to mysel f as well . W i t h God' s help , I wil l d o 
my very bes t to completel y fulfil l eac h one. 

Signed Dat e 
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S E S S I O N 1 

S e e i n g th e Nee d 
Last Wednesday night , Andy' s yout h leade r talke d t o thei r grou p abou t 
communicating thei r faith . H e challenge d eac h person t o expres s his/he r 
faith to on e perso n durin g the nex t week . And y immediatel y though t o f 
his friend , John. 

John come s fro m a  respected family . Hi s da d makes plent y o f mone y a t 
his job . Hi s parent s ar e happil y married . Joh n ha s lot s o f friends an d gets 
along well a t school. H e ha s everythin g going for him . Bu t Andy isn' t sur e 
John i s a  follower o f Jesus an d even wonders wh y John woul d nee d Jesus 
Christ. Wha t advic e would yo u give Andy? 

When yo u thin k abou t giving away your faith , what kin d o f menta l pictur e 
do you get? 

•*  ̂Thumpin g som e stranger' s hea d with a  50-pound Bible ? 
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Book Fou r - Givin g Awa y You r Fait h 

Telling you r friend s the y ar e going to hell ? 

Standing on a  street corner , preaching at the to p o f your lungs ? 

Scattering tracts al l ove r th e lunchroom ? 

If the wor d witnessin g conjure s u p any of the abov e images , you ar e 
probably no t too excite d abou t giving away your faith . Mayb e you ar e 
apathetic. O r scare d to deat h of what you r friend s wil l think . Bu t let' s 
look a t giving away your fait h from anothe r perspective . 

Imagine going for a  swim wit h you r friends . Yo u ar e restin g o n the shor e 
when on e o f your friend s get s a  cramp and goes unde r twice . A  lif e 
preserver i s nex t t o you.  Wha t i s you r reaction ? Ar e yo u turned off , 
indifferent, or to o scare d t o tak e action? D o yo u sto p t o wonde r i f that 
person woul d min d i f you save d hi s life ? No ! You r instinct s tel l yo u t o d o 
whatever yo u ca n to sav e your friend . Witnessin g i s sharin g the Gospe l 
(the lif e preserve r o f Jesus Christ ) wit h you r friend s t o sav e them fro m 
spiritual deat h an d offer the m a n incredible persona l relationshi p wit h 
Jesus no w an d forever . 

THE GOOD , TH E BAH, AND THE LOS T 
The Bibl e describe s a  person withou t Jesus Chris t a s los t (Luk e 19:10) . 
Describe a n experience i n you r lif e when yo u wer e lost . Ho w di d you 
feel? 

In Act s 3:1-1 D w e rea d of a  ma n who symbolize s th e lost -
ness o f humanity . Rea d the passag e and then not e th e follow -
ing realities abou t hi s condition . 

The Ma n Was Lam e (Act s 3:2 ) 
Th i s man , lame from birth , had tremendous needs . H e wa s los t bu t 
did no t kno w it . Eve n thoug h h e was livin g i n th e shado w o f th e 
temple, he had just enoug h religio n t o mak e hi m ignoran t o f the livin g 
God. 
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Have you notice d tha t mos t los t peopl e ar e religiou s t o som e extent ? 
They believ e i n something . The y hav e some kin d o f god. Som e liv e mora l 
lives. Bu t the y ar e lam e — eithe r emotionally , physically , or spirituall y — 
with need s they canno t fill . 

Think o f someone yo u kno w wh o fit s tha t "religious , bu t lost " 
category. Describ e hi m o r he r below . 

The Lam e Ma n Was Limite d (Act s 3:3 ) 
I All thi s ma n kne w ho w t o d o was beg . H e live d ever y da y trying t o 
make just enoug h mone y t o survive . Becaus e o f hi s limite d vie w o f 
himself, he ha d no ide a who h e was o r wh o h e could become . 

Like thi s man , many student s hav e limited view s o f their lives . The y ge t 
new cars , new stereos , the righ t clothes , and other materia l things . Ye t 
they see m t o hav e little concer n fo r God . Sometime s w e loo k a t thos e 
people and think, I  wish I  ha d what the y have . W e ma y even b e tempted 
to thin k the y don' t nee d God. Bu t i n spit e o f thei r substitut e gods , they 
are lost . The y wil l neve r hav e life without knowin g Jesus Chris t an d 
growing i n a  strong relationshi p wit h Him . 

Describe on e o f your friend s wh o ha s a limited vie w o f himsel f 
and hi s life . 

The Lame , Limited Ma n Was Lookin g (Act s 3:3-5 ) 
j When Pete r an d John tol d th e lam e ma n to loo k a t them, he "gave 
them hi s attention. " H e expecte d t o receiv e something . H e wa s 
looking...searching...hoping fo r somethin g bette r aroun d th e nex t 
corner. 

Many peopl e a t your schoo l ar e lookin g for satisfactio n i n 
what the y d o or wha t they have . Wh o i s on e perso n yo u 
know wh o i s lookin g for somethin g better ? Wha t i s h e or sh e 
like? 

14 



Book Fou r ~ Givin g Awa y You r Fait h 

Let's explor e mor e deepl y what a  person withou t Jesus Chris t i s like . 

Spiritual (i s cripple d b y guilt and fears death ) 

Mental (experience s lo w self-estee m an d boredom wit h life ) 

Emotional (ha s a n aching loneliness an d distrusting love ) 

Social (perform s fo r success , tries t o prov e himself , and put s 
himself f i rst ) 

Th i s perso n ha s these characteristic s no t becaus e o f what h e does , but 
because o f who h e i s — a  person withou t Jesus Chris t i n th e cente r o f 
his life . Th i s perso n ma y loo k lik e a  real lose r o r loo k lik e h e has 
everything. H e ma y be "in th e pits " morall y o r h e may hav e high mora l 
standards an d attend churc h regularly . Eithe r way , this perso n i s lam e and 
limited i n ever y are a of life . 

W i th thi s l is t i n mind , look bac k at the three peopl e you liste d 
above and write a  sentence abou t why eac h one need s Christ . 

Name Reason 

I , 

2, 

3.. 

Picture th e three peopl e you liste d ou t o n the ocea n i n a  boat with a  big 
hole i n it . It' s sinking . The y nee d someon e t o rescu e the m o r the y wil l 
drown. That' s wher e yo u com e in . You r friend s ar e lost ; you hav e the 
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help the y nee d — Jesus . 

Read Luk e 15 . Thre e parable s cente r aroun d on e theme . 
What i s th e mai n theme o f this chapter ? 

What di d you discove r fro m thi s passag e about Jesus' attitud e towar d 
people who ar e lost ? 

Jesus ha s compassio n fo r los t people . H e challenge s u s t o desir e H i s 
compassion an d to hel p peopl e find thei r wa y to Him . 

LOVING LUS T PEOPL E 
Now tha t we understan d tha t peopl e without Chris t ar e lost , and that 
God want s t o giv e u s compassio n fo r them , how ca n we hel p them fin d 
their wa y to Christ ? Let' s se e what Pete r an d John did . 

Reread Act s 3:G " III. Pete r an d John stoo d read y to hel p 
the lam e man in an y way possible . Pete r tol d him , "What I 
have I  give you" (v.6) . 
What a n attitude! 

How ca n you develo p an 
attitude o f lov e toward other s 
like Peter' s an d John's attitude ? 

The Realit y o f Jesus' 
Love for You 

People don' t car e 
how much you know 

until the y kno w 
how much you care . 

Love fo r peopl e occur s whe n yo u understan d ho w importan t Jesus 
Christ i s t o yo u personally . Pete r an d John ha d experienced Jesus ' 
love when the y wer e los t an d unlovable. Man y years afte r Pete r an d 

John sa w the lam e ma n in the temple , John wrote: "We proclai m t o yo u 
what w e hav e seen an d heard, so tha t you als o ma y have fellowship wit h 

16 
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us. An d ou r fellowshi p i s wit h th e Fathe r an d with Hi s Son , Jesus Christ . 
We writ e thi s t o mak e ou r jo y complete " ( I Joh n 1:2-4) . 

Jesus' lov e wa s s o rea l fo r Pete r an d John. I s Jesus' lov e rea l t o 
you? Whe n hav e you experience d tha t Jesus love s yo u eve n 
when yo u ar e no t lovable ? 

The Convictio n That Jesus I s the Ultimat e Answer t o Lif e 
Are yo u convince d that peopl e without Jesus Chris t ar e los t —  livin g 
outside th e presenc e o f God no w an d for eternity ? 

Michael Gree n said : "i f yo u believ e tha t 
outside o f Jesu s Chris t ther e i s n o 
hope, i t i s impossibl e t o posses s a n 
atom o f lov e an d kindnes s withou t 
being grippe d wit h th e grea t desir e t o 
bring me n t o thi s on e wa y o f salvation " 
(Evangelism in the Early Church,  Eerdmans, p.249) . 

Head Matthe w 25:40 . Wha t di d Jesus sa y about a  believer' s 
conviction t o hel p los t people ? Wha t d o you think H e meant ? 

According t o Acts 4:10-12 , wh y i s ther e "salvation...i n n o 
one else " excep t Jesus Christ ? 
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When yo u becom e convince d o f thi s truth , you wil l wan t t o giv e Jesus' 
love t o you r friends . 

If you d o no t hav e this desir e t o se e los t peopl e kno w Christ , 
ask yoursel f wh y not : 

Am I  disobeyin g God ? 

Do I  hav e any unconfesse d sin ? 

Is anythin g i n m y lif e mor e importan t tha n Jesus? 

The Habi t o f Living i n Jesus' Presenc e Ever y Da y 

Head Act s 4:13 . Ho w di d livin g i n Jesus' presenc e affec t 
Peter an d John? 

By livin g every da y in Jesus' presence , you wil l develo p the boldnes s t o tel l 
your friend s abou t Christ . 

Think o f one creative , practical ide a to remin d yo u tha t yo u 
are livin g i n Jesus' presenc e ever y momen t o f the day. 

PRACTICAL HINT S FO R LOVING LOS T PEOPL E 
At thi s poin t yo u migh t b e thinking, I'm not  Peter or John. You're right , but 
you are you.  Sinc e you kno w Jesus an d are filled wit h th e Hol y Spirit , you 
have what i t take s t o lov e los t people . Go d ha s alread y pu t Hi s lov e i n 
your heart . No w yo u nee d to lear n t o pas s i t o n t o others . 

How d o you sho w th e lov e o f Chris t t o a  lost person ? 
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Get t o Kno w Los t Peopl e 
The lam e ma n could no t go to Pete r an d John, so the y wen t t o him . 

Lame peopl e wil l no t com e to u s either . Whe n wa s th e las t tim e 
someone cam e up to yo u an d asked you ho w the y coul d kno w Jesus. W e 
must g o to them . Joh n Stot t describe s "rabbit-hol e Christians " a s thos e 
who ar e around non-Christian s al l day , but neve r g o to them . The y po p 
their head s ou t o f thei r Christia n home s ever y mornin g an d scurry t o 
class, only t o franticall y searc h fo r Christia n friend s t o si t by . A t schoo l 
they procee d from clas s t o class , then regrou p i n th e cafeteri a for wha t 
the athlete s cal l the "hol y huddle " (th e corne r fo r al l th e Christians) . An d 
all the time th e Christian s ar e thinking. What  a  witness! A t nigh t they go 
to thei r all-Christia n Bibl e stud y wher e the y wil l probabl y pra y fo r non -
believers. The n the y scurr y home , glad to b e safely through th e day 
without gettin g thei r fu r ruffle d b y the world ! (Out  of the  Salt  Shaker, 
Rebecca Manle y Pippert , InterVarsit y Press , p . 124 ) 

Would yo u describ e yoursel f a s a  "rabbit-hole Christian" ? 

In wha t ways d o you "ru b shoulders " wit h los t people ? 

Name on e friend wh o yo u thin k need s to kno w Jesus Christ . 

I!t 

If I  kno w the lov e o f Christ.. . 
and i f I  kno w a  los t person.. . 

, the n I  ca n expres s th e lov e 
of Chris t t o tha t person , 
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Establish a  C o m m o n Interes t 

Peter an d John picke d u p on th e lam e man' s interes t i n money . The y 
turned tha t interes t int o a n opportunity t o tal k abou t Jesus wit h him . 

Your frien d wh o i s lost , what i s on e o f his/he r interests ? 
(Think hobbies , sports, trips, books , other friends , etc.) 

M e e t th e O t h e r Person' s N e e d 

The lam e ma n thought h e wanted money , but h e reall y wante d t o 
walk. Pete r an d John me t that nee d and healed the lam e man. 

What d o you thin k i s a  real nee d o f your los t friend ? Ho w 
can you specificall y mee t that need ? 

Make Jesu s th e Issu e 

Peter an d John didn' t focus o n th e lam e ma n or o n thei r healin g 
miracle. Thei r focu s was o n Jesus Christ . 

How ca n you mak e Jesus th e issu e wit h you r friend ? 

, I f th e previou s question s wer e 
tough t o answer , don' t worry . Th e 

rest o f thi s boo k focuse s on specifi c 
ways t o lov e you r friend s and 

lead the m to Jesus . 

i'lt 

The greates t nee d you 
can mee t i s t o lea d you r 
friend t o Jesu s Christ . 
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People 
are no t abstrac t soul s t o b e 
saved. The y wil l no t respon d 
unless the y kno w yo u ar e 
genuinely intereste d i n them . Peopl e who tr y t o communicat e Chris t 
without a n attitude o f love , present Christianit y a s something t o avoid . 
But wit h Jesus ' lov e aliv e i n you , He wil l com e to lif e t o you r friend s wh o 
aren't ye t believers . 

Th i s wee k us e th e fiv e hint s i n thi s Bibl e stud y t o establis h a  deeper 
relationship wit h you r unbelievin g friend . 

1. Determine to whom you will offer  the love of  Jesus this  week. 

2. Meet with  that person for a  fun time together. Han g out ove r a  coke o r 

pizza. 

3. Discover  his needs.  Tell hi m you r greates t need , then as k hi m wha t hi s is . 

4. During your  conversation, mention Jesus' name  at least one  time. 

5. Pray for him.  As k Jesus t o becom e rea l t o him . 

Complete thi s session b y memorizin g John 17:3 . 

ASSIGNMENT 
I . Have a time alon e with Go d ever y da y this week , using the 
following Bibl e readings . 

Day I:Act s 1:1-1 1 

Day 2 : Act s 1:12-3 6 

Day 3 : Acts 2:1-1 3 
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Day 4 : Acts 2:14-2 8 

Day 5 : Acts 2:29-4 7 

Day 6 : Act s 3:1-1 0 

Day 7 : Acts 3:11-3 6 

2. Complete Session  2. 

3. Review al l o f the verse s yo u hav e learned i f you studie d Following  Jesus, 
Spending Time Alone with God,  an d Making Jesus Lord.  Lear n the m word -
perfect t o sa y to a  partner nex t week . 

4. Get togethe r wit h a  non-Christian frien d an d follow th e instruction s 
given i n thi s Bibl e study . 
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S E S S I O N 2 

O v e r c o m i n g f e a r 
Andy see s hi s frien d John ever y da y in Englis h class . And y want s t o tel l 
John abou t hi s relationshi p wit h Jesus . Bu t Andy i s scared . I f you wer e 
Andy, would yo u b e afraid? Why ? 

If you ar e scared t o tel l other s abou t Christ , should yo u jus t forge t it ? 
Can i t reall y b e that important ? 

In 1  Joh n 1:3"4 , John , Jesus' disciple , ha d som e goo d reason s 
for tellin g other s abou t Jesus. Wha t wer e they ? 
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Imagine sittin g dow n t o supper . You r mo m ha s fixed thick , juicy steak , 
homemade brea d with butte r melte d al l ove r it , a  deliciou s chocolat e cake 
for dessert...an d col d mashe d potatoes ! Yuk ! Pau l Littl e says,"Th e 
Christian lif e without witnessin g i s lik e eatin g cold mashe d potatoes " (Ho w 
to Give Away Your Faith, InterVarsity) . 

If you don' t tel l other s abou t Jesus, your Christia n lif e wil l neve r "taste " 
delicious. I t wil l tast e lik e col d mashe d potatoes . 

Yet knowin g tha t doesn' t tak e away our fears . An d ou r fear s ten d t o 
paralyze u s an d cause u s t o d o nothing . Ho w ca n we overcome ou r fears ? 

FEAR CAN  BUIL D OUR FAITH 
Fear i s normal . I  hav e talked t o peopl e abou t 
Jesus Chris t fo r ove r 3 0 years , and I  stil l ge t 
scared. It' s no t to o har d to convers e abou t 
sports o r school , but peopl e often becom e 
uncomfortable whe n someon e begin s t o discus s 
issues o f deep persona l significance . 

In 1  Corinthians 2:1- 5 how di d 
Paul dea l with hi s fears . 

What wa s Paul' s problem ? (v.3 ) 

What cause d Pau l to overcom e hi s fear ? (v.2 ) 

What di d that fear d o to Paul' s abilit y t o witnes s fo r Christ ? (v . 4) 

That fea r cause d Pau l to respon d "no t i n th e wisdo m o f men , but i n th e 
power o f God" (v . 5). Whe n w e hav e fear, we ca n grow i n ou r fait h a s we 
confront thos e fear s an d trust Chris t an d Hi s powe r t o overcom e them . 
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FEAR CA N CRIPPLE OU R FAIT H 
If we ar e afraid an d don't lear n t o depen d o n 
Christ, our fea r become s unhealthy . 

Head Joh n 20:19-22 . Ho w di d 
fear crippl e th e fait h o f the disciples ? 

Faith ca n 
conquer ou r 
fears, bu t 
fear ca n 

cripple ou r 
faith. 

How di d faith conque r th e fear s o f the disciples ? 

After Jesus was arrested an d crucified, the disciples sneake d into a  room and 
hid. Imagin e the scene . Th e door s ar e shut — locke d tight! Ever y nois e 
from outsid e cause s them t o jump. The y ar e jittery. The y bit e their nail s as 
they talk . The y as k each other, "What i s going to happe n now? Ho w wil l w e 
get out o f the cit y without bein g arrested? Wit h al l o f these storie s abou t 
Jesus' tomb bein g empty, the authorities wil l surel y b e looking for us. " 

The disciple s ha d valid reason s fo r fear . Chec k ou t these verse s t o se e why. 

Matthew 26:55-5 6 

Luke 9:18-2 5 

John 18:1 9 
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SOURCES O F FEA R 
The disciple s ha d no intention s o f moving out fro m behin d close d door s 
to tal k abou t Jesus Christ ! Fea r ca n be negative, keeping us fro m takin g 
action. Wha t ar e som e o f the things tha t caus e peopl e to b e afraid t o tal k 
about Jesus Christ ? 

\ Guil t 
The excuse:  "I'v e go t too man y things wron g i n m y life . I' m afrai d o f 

J bein g a hypocrite." 

The problem:  Not seein g ourselves a s totally loved , accepted, and forgiven 
by Jesus. Whe n w e don' t receiv e what Jesus di d on th e cros s w e wil l fee l 
guilty. Th e mor e guilt y w e fee l th e mor e afrai d we ar e to tal k t o other s 
about Jesus. 

The solution:  Accepting God' s lov e an d forgiveness . 

Read Roman s B:l ; 1  John 1:9~10 . Ho w ca n you dea l wit h 
guilt? 

Doubt 
The excuse:  "I' m afrai d to tal k abou t Jesus becaus e I' m no t reall y sur e 

' abou t m y relationshi p wit h Him. " 

The problem:  Lac k o f confidence. A s lon g as we doub t ou r persona l 
relationship wit h Christ , we wil l neve r b e confident abou t sharing Hi m 
with others . 

The solution:  Confidence. Th e Bibl e promise s tha t we ca n have confidence 
in ou r relationshi p t o Jesus Christ . 

Read 1 John 5:1113 . Ho w ca n you experienc e confidenc e 
in you r relationshi p wit h Christ ? 
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Possibility o f Failur e 
The excuse : "I'm afrai d I  wil l fail . Wha t i f the othe r perso n doesn' t 

receive Christ? " 

The problem:  Relying on ou r ability . Whe n w e rel y o n ou r ow n 
strength, we ca n be sure tha t we wil l fail . Tha t i s wh y w e nee d to depen d 
on God' s power . Ou r responsibilit y i s no t t o insur e tha t peopl e receiv e 
Christ. That' s th e responsibilit y o f the Hol y Spirit . Ou r responsibilit y i s t o 
faithfully tel l other s abou t Him . 

The solution:  The powe r o f the Hol y Spirit . 

Read Isaia h 41:10 ; Joh n 211:22 . Ho w ca n the powe r o f 
the Hol y Spiri t hel p you overcom e you r fea r o f failure? 

Indifference 
The excuse:  " I don' t reall y car e about where peopl e are with God . 

1 What's th e bi g deal?" 

The problem:  Selfish desires . W e car e more abou t ourselve s tha n 
about othe r peopl e o r God' s desires . Tha t make s u s apatheti c towar d 
God and other people . 

The solution:  God's desires . 

In Mar k 4:1 9 Jesu s describe s th e source s o f many wron g 
desires. Accordin g to thi s verse , what d o you nee d to d o t o 
remove an y apathy that prevent s yo u from sharin g Christ ? 

Possibility o f Offending Other s 
The excuse:  " I migh t invad e othe r people' s privacy . The y probabl y 
don't want to kno w anyway . I  don' t want t o offen d anybody. " 

The problem:  Wrong assumptions . W e sometime s assum e tha t peopl e 
are no t intereste d i n Jesus Christ . Mos t peopl e don' t enjo y havin g the 
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gospel cramme d dow n thei r throats , but usuall y peopl e appreciat e lovin g 
concern an d honesty . 

If you wake u p in th e nigh t to discove r tha t your neighbor' s hous e i s o n 
fire, what would yo u do ? Yo u wouldn' t say , "I don' t wan t to invad e hi s 
privacy b y telling hi m tha t hi s hous e i s o n fire."  Instea d you would ru n t o 
his house , beat on th e doo r unti l h e answered, and let hi m kno w tha t hi s 
house i s o n fire . You r action s woul d no t b e offensive; they woul d sho w 
your genuin e concer n fo r th e othe r person . 

The solution:  Concern . 

Read 1  Thessalonians 2:7"B . Wha t kin d o f concern doe s 
it tak e to overcom e hesitatio n abou t offending someone ? 
How ca n you develo p that degre e of concer n fo r others ? 

Lack o f Knowledg e 
The excuse:  "What i f someon e ask s a  question I  can' t answer? I  don' t 
know wha t to say. " 

The problem:  Ignorance. Ho w d o we overcom e ou r ignoranc e o f 
God an d Hi s Word? Whe n someon e ask s u s a  question w e can' t answer , 
we shoul d admi t it , go find the answer , and get back to th e person . That' s 
the bes t way to learn . 

The solution:  Discipleship . 

Read Act s 2:4 2 an d see ho w th e earl y churc h overcam e 
their lac k o f knowledge . Lis t th e specifi c activitie s tha t the y 
enjoyed. 

Rejection 
I The excuse:  "I' m afrai d o f what other s wil l sa y about me. The y migh t 
laugh or thin k I' m weird. " 
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The problem:  Sens e o f inferiority . Survey s hav e shown tha t 9 5 percen t o f 
all student s don' t reall y lik e themselves . Amon g other things , they wan t t o 
change their appearances , their abilities , and their parents . I f a person 
rejects himself , he will no t shar e hi s faith . Wh y woul d someon e wh o 
doesn't lik e himsel f t ry t o projec t hi s wa y o f lif e o n someon e else ? H e 
won't. 

The solution:  Security . 

Read Colossian s 3: 3 t o discove r wher e ou r securit y lie s 
and how w e overcom e th e fea r o f rejection . 

When w e receiv e Chris t w e ar e totally accepte d b y Hi m a s Hi s child . S o 
when w e shar e Chris t wit h other s w e can' t b e hurt b y their rejectio n 
because we kno w tha t ou r acceptanc e i s i n Jesus. 

Of th e previou s seve n source s o f fear, which on e cause s yo u 
the mos t trouble ? Why ? 

SOURCES O F FAIT H 
The disciples ' fear s wer e conquere d throug h faith . 

Reread Joh n 20:19-22 . Pr io r t o thi s tim e th e disciple s 
were scare d t o death . Bu t i n a  little ove r a  month the y wer e 
standing befor e th e ruler s wh o condemne d Jesus t o deat h — 
the sam e peopl e who wer e huntin g them down . Ye t when th e 

disciples stoo d trial , they proclaime d tha t Jesus died , rose again , and was 
alive. The y tol d th e cour t tha t they coul d no t den y the trut h eve n i f the 
court chos e t o kil l them . (See Acts 4:8-12 ) 
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What cause d the shif t fro m overpowerin g 
fear t o confidence , power, boldness , 
enthusiasm, and joy? Jesu s Chris t ca n 
make that kin d o f differenc e i n you r lif e 
too. Chec k ou t th e followin g faith source s 
from John 20:19-2 2 s o yo u ca n learn t o 
overcome fea r i n giving away your faith . 

Jesus' Presenc e 

"Jesus cam e and stood amon g them" 
(John 20:19) . Sinc e the Resurrection , 
we hav e always ha d Jesus' presenc e 
with us . 

Head Matthe w 2B:19"2D . Ho w ofte n an d how lon g wil l 
I Jesus' presenc e b e with us ? 

Our fait h 
to shar e 

Christ i s 
fear tha t 
has taken 

up th e 
Cross. 

Jesus' Peac e 
"Peace b e with you, " Jesus say s (Joh n 20:19) . Afte r denyin g Jesus, the 
disciples expecte d Hi m t o accus e them o f lettin g Hi m down . Instead , 
Jesus offere d the m Hi s peace . Why ? Becaus e condemnatio n an d guil t 

trips ar e no t par t o f the lif e Jesus want s Hi s follower s t o live . H e 
provides Hi s peac e to overcom e anxiet y an d fear. 

Head Joh n 14:27 . Ho w doe s Jesus ' promis e o f peac e apply 

to you ? 

Jesus' Pla n 

"As th e Fathe r ha s sent Me , I a m sending you" (Joh n 20:21) . Jesus ' 
mission i s ou r mission . Jus t as the Fathe r sen t Hi m int o th e world t o 
proclaim th e gospel , He send s u s int o ou r worl d t o d o the same . 

As w e tel l other s abou t Jesus, we ca n expect rejectio n fro m som e people . 
In fact , the Gree k wor d fo r witnes s (marturia ) i s th e sam e word w e 
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translate a s "martyr, " o r on e who die s fo r a  cause h e strongly believe s in . 

Read Luk e 9:23 ,26 Ho w ca n you prepar e t o fac e rejec -
tion? 

Even thoug h som e peopl e are sur e t o rejec t ou r message , others wil l 
respond. W e ma y think tha t peopl e wil l no t b e interested i n wha t w e 
have to say , but mos t peopl e are eager to kno w Jesus Christ . W e ca n also 
count o n th e fact that Go d i s a t work i n the live s o f other peopl e befor e 
we talk t o them . 

Head Act s 2:37"41 . Afte r Go d ha d prepared th e heart s o f 
the peopl e o n the Da y o f Pentecost , what respons e di d they 
make to Peter' s message ? 

Jesus' Penetratio n 

| Jesus said , "Receive th e Hol y Spirit " (Joh n 
20:22). Th e disciple s first  kne w Jesus 
externally, but when the y receive d th e Hol y 
Spirit the y bega n to kno w Hi m internally . 

God's Spiri t mad e all th e difference , because H e 
penetrated thei r lives . (See Colossian s 1:27-28. ) 

Not onl y i s Jesus presen t wit h u s an d in us , but als o 
He provide s powe r fo r u s — th e Hol y Spirit . Th e 
Holy Spiri t make s u s bold , gives u s wisdo m an d 
insight, tears dow n th e othe r person' s defense s an d 
makes tha t perso n ope n to wha t we share . H e ca n penetrate an y barrier . 

Head 1  Corinthians 2 : 4 - 5 . Wha t differenc e wil l God' s 
power mak e when yo u expres s you r faith ? 

God's 
desire t o 

reach 
people i s 

greater 
than our 

fear. 
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Jesus' Positio n 

In referrin g t o Jesus, John 
repeatedly use s on e wor d 

that expresse s ou r 
position wit h Jesus . 

See Joh n 20:18 , 25 , 
2B; 21:7,15 , 21 , 24 

and write th e word here . 

A Spirit-filled 
Christian wil l 

never fin d himsel f 
in a  one-to-one 

witnessing 
situation because 
Jesus wil l alway s 

be with him . 
Verbally identifyin g Jesus Chris t a s 
Lord wil l establis h you r positio n whe n yo u shar e you r faith . 

Because 
I belon g 
to Jesu s 
Christ.,. 

When you r friend s as k yo u t o d o something wrong , 
when the y as k you r advice , or whe n the y jus t wan t t o 
talk, bring the lordshi p o f Chris t int o you r response . 

For example , a  friend says , "Let's g o get a six-pack 
Friday night. " You r usua l respons e migh t be 
something like , "My mo m won' t le t me. " Bu t a  better 

response is , "I appreciat e th e invitation , but becaus e I  belon g to Jesus 
Christ I  don' t wan t to d o that. Thank s anyway. " 

O r a  friend i n histor y clas s whispers , "Let m e see your answe r t o 
question 12. " You r usua l respons e migh t be , "Well, I  shouldn't , but OK. " 
Instead yo u reply , "Because I  belon g to Jesus Christ , I  can' t give you th e 
answer. Bu t I'l l b e glad to hel p you stud y fo r th e nex t test. " 

The phrase , "Because I  belon g to Jesus Chr ist . . . " i s a  personal confessio n 
that the Lor d Jesus own s you . I t i s als o a  bold statemen t to other s 
whenever you'r e unde r pressure , tempted, or afraid . I t no t onl y put s yo u 
in a  position t o avoi d wrong choices , but als o gives a  positive witnes s fo r 
Jesus. 
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When MAKING IT 
PERSONAL 

we f i rs t 
mentioned th e disciples , they wer e 
scared an d locked i n a  room —  hidin g 
from anyon e who migh t hav e thought 
they were associate d with Jesus . Bu t 
seven weeks later , they ha d overcom e 
their fea r an d were boldl y talkin g t o 
people about Jesus Christ . 
Right no w yo u ma y feel lik e th e disciple s fel t when the y sa t i n th e locke d 
room. Bu t th e resurrecte d Chris t ca n give you powe r t o remov e you r 
fears jus t lik e H e di d for Hi s first-century  followers . T o enjo y freedo m 
from you r fea r an d boldness i n communicatin g you r faith , take thes e 
action steps . 

I. Pray  this "fear  prayer"  asking God  to  overcome the  spirit of  fear in you: 

"Lord Jesus, I bring  my fear before You.  I  honestly  admit that I am  afraid to 
talk about  You. I  confess  that  my fear stems from: 

I want  You to  tear down the  barrier of  fear that keeps me from sharing my 
faith. I  desire  my life to demonstrate Your Spirit and  Your  power! In  Jesus' 
name, Amen." 

Pray that praye r ever y da y unti l yo u finis h thi s book . 

2. At school use the phrase: 

Because I  belong  t o Jesus  Christ... 

Use tha t phras e ever y tim e yo u ar e asked to d o somethin g no t honorin g 
to Christ . Tea m u p with someon e i n you r grou p t o hel p you ge t started . 

Complete thi s session b y memorizing Roman s 3:2 3 an d 
Romans 6:23 . 

ASSIGNMENT 
I . Have a time alon e with Go d ever y da y this week , using the 
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following Bibl e readings . 

Day I:Act s 4:1-1 2 

Day 2 : Act s 4:13-2 2 

Day 3 : Acts 4:23-3 7 

Day 4 : Act s 5:1-1 1 

Day 5 : Act s 5:12-2 6 

Day 6 : Act s 5:27-4 2 

Day 7 : Act s 6:1-1 5 

2. Complete Session  3. 

3. Remember t o pra y the "fear prayer " an d use th e phrase , "Because I 
belong to  Jesus  Christ..." 

4. Review th e verse s yo u learne d whe n yo u studie d Following  Jesus t o 
quote to th e group nex t week . 
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Andy an d John tal k ofte n afte r school . Joh n ha s a lot goin g for him , yet he 
is strugglin g to mak e sens e o f life . And y want s t o help , but h e feels s o 
inadequate...so ordinary...s o powerless . 

Andy's feelin g i s a  common one . Man y o f u s think , I'm just an  ordinary 
person. Who am  I to  talk about  Jesus Christ?  I n wha t ways d o you fee l lik e 
"just a n ordinary person? " 

RoDk Fou r ~ Givinq Awa y You r Fait h 

B o l d n e s s i n th e Spiri t 

We ten d t o thin k o f the Ne w Testament Christian s a s superheros wit h n o 
weaknesses. Bu t the y wer e ordinar y peopl e who ha d problems jus t lik e 
ours. On e qualit y se t the m apar t and enabled them t o lea d extraordinar y 
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lives —  the y experience d dail y th e extraordinar y powe r o f the Hol y 
Spirit. 

THE PROMIS E O F POWE R 
Before Jesus ascende d into heaven , He tol d Hi s disciple s t o g o into al l th e 
world an d make disciples o f all nation s (Matthe w 28:18-20) . Bu t H e kne w 
they neede d Hi s powe r fo r th e job, so H e tol d the m no t to leav e Jerusalem 
until the y wer e filled with th e powe r o f the Hol y Spiri t (Act s 1:4) . 

Accordinq t o Acts 1:B , what happen s t o a  person "whe n 
the Hol y Spiri t comes? " 

Acts 1: 8 i s Jesus ' promis e tha t unlock s th e doo r t o boldl y expressin g you r 
faith. I t ensure s yo u o f powe r t o d o things beyon d the "ordinary. " Bu t 
Jesus gav e more tha n on e promis e abou t the Hol y Spirit . 

Check ou t the followin g verse s an d put each promis e 
in you r ow n words . 

Joel 2:2 8 

Mark 1: 8 

Luke 24:4 9 

Acts 1: 5 
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Jesus' promis e i s 
that th e Hol y Spiri t 

will mak e you a 
powerful witness . 

Notice tha t when yo u hav e the powe r o f the Hol y Spirit , your influenc e 
becomes greate r an d greater. 

Reread Act s 1:8 . Loo k fo r a  map of the Ne w Testamen t 
world. (Yo u ma y hav e one i n th e bac k of your Bible. ) Yo u wil l 
discover tha t Jerusalem wa s a  city within th e smal l provinc e o f 
Judea. Samari a was the sectio n nort h o f Judea. (Mos t Jews 

hated Samaritans. ) An d th e "end s o f the earth " include s al l point s beyond . 
So Jesus wante d Hi s disciple s t o star t wher e the y were , move outward , 
and eventually mak e disciple s throughou t th e whol e world . 

But th e geographic region s t o whic h Jesus referre d ar e als o a  symbol o f 
your persona l area s o f ministry . 

"* "Jerusalem " represent s you r home . Wh o need s you r witnes s i n 
your home ? 
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"Judea" symbolize s you r friends . Whic h o f your friend s nee d 
your witness ? 

' "Samaria " include s you r enemie s an d those wh o ar e hardes t t o 
love. Wh o i s a n enemy who need s you r witness ? 

' "Th e end s o f the earth " stand s fo r you r potentia l influenc e t o 
change the entir e world . Ho w d o you thin k Go d migh t us e yo u 
to hel p reac h the world ? 

When yo u begi n to expres s you r fait h boldl y t o you r family , your friends , 
and your enemies , then i n tim e Go d wil l us e yo u to mak e a worldwide 
impact! 

I ha d the privileg e o f leadin g a high schoo l studen t name d Le e to Christ . 
Immediately h e went hom e an d told hi s parent s abou t hi s ne w 
commitment. Durin g th e nex t yea r h e use d hi s positio n a s edito r o f the 
school yearboo k t o shar e hi s faith . Later , as a  leader o f the Christia n 
movement o n hi s colleg e campus , Lee experienced oppositio n t o hi s fait h 
from non-believers . Bu t negativ e newspape r article s didn' t sto p him . 
Because h e continued t o shar e hi s fait h i n hi s home , with hi s friends , and 
even i n th e face of opposition, God honore d Lee' s persisten t witness . 
Later, he became the edito r o f a newspaper tha t proclaime d Jesus Chris t 
to mor e colleg e student s tha n an y other newspape r i n th e world . Now , 
he i s edito r o f the larges t Christia n magazin e i n th e world . B y beginnin g 
his witnes s f i rs t i n Jerusalem, then movin g to Judea and Samaria, God i s 
using Le e to reac h the end s o f the eart h throug h hi s witnes s fo r Jesu s 
Christ. 
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THE PROMIS E FULFILLE D 
Acts 2  describe s th e comin g of the Hol y Spirit . Th e disciple s 
were meetin g together whe n "al l o f them wer e fille d wit h th e 
Holy Spirit " (Act s 2:4) . I n your ow n words , describe th e scen e 
detailed i n Act 2:1-4 . 

What di d Go d accomplis h throug h releasin g the powe r o f the Hol y Spirit ? 
(Acts 2:5-11 ) 

Each o f the followin g passage s describe s ho w th e Hol y 
Spirit helpe d the disciple s communicat e thei r faith . Wr i t e wha t 
you lear n from eac h passage: 

Acts 2: 3 

Acts 4: 8 

Acts 4:3 1 

Acts 6:1- 6 

Acts 7:54-6 0 
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Acts 8:14-1 7 

Acts 9:1 7 

Acts 9:3 1 

Acts 10:44-4 8 

Acts 11:22-2 4 

Acts 16:6-1 0 

After examinin g al l that Go d di d in the live s o f these ordinar y peopl e 
through th e powe r o f the Hol y Spirit , don't you thin k H e ca n give you 
power t o spea k to you r friend s abou t Jesus? 

J.B. Phillip s writes : 
One grea t differenc e betwee n present-da y 
Christianity an d tha t o f whic h w e rea d i n 
these letter s [Ne w Testamen t epistles ] i s tha t 
to u s i t i s primaril y a  performance ; t o the m 
it wa s a  rea l experience . W e are ap t t o 
reduce th e Christia n religio n t o a  cod e or , 
at best , a  rul e o f hear t an d life . T o thes e 
men i t i s quit e plainl y th e invasio n o f thei r 
lives b y a  ne w qualit y o f l if e altogether . 
They d o no t hesitat e t o describ e thi s a s 
Christ livin g i n them . 

(Letters t o th e Young Churches, Macmillan) 
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The sam e first-century powe r - - th e powe r o f the Hol y Spiri t - - i s sti l l 
available to u s today ! 

THE POWE R MAD E PERSONA L 
Jesus want s u s t o b e filled wit h th e Hol y Spiri t s o w e ca n liv e 
for an d tell other s abou t Him . 

We discusse d ho w t o b e filled wit h th e Hol y Spiri t i n Session  7  of Making 
Jesus Lord.  Revie w tha t chapte r an d summarize wha t you discover . 

Remember t o pra y for th e filling o f the Hol y Spiri t daily . 

Wr i te a  prayer askin g the Hol y Spiri t t o fil l yo u s o tha t you ca n have 
the powe r t o witnes s fo r Christ . 

Read Galatian s 5:22'23 . No w examin e th e result s o f hav-
ing the powe r o f the Hol y Spiri t i n you . Wha t qualitie s d o you 
have when yo u ar e "fille d wit h th e Spirit? " 

Read 1  Thessalanians 1:5 . Describ e ho w th e Hol y Spiri t 
gives your messag e extraordinary power . 

Communicating Jesus isn' t easy . Whi l e I  was i n colleg e I  tried t o tal k t o 
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Craig abou t Jesus. Bu t I  mad e hi m angr y b y insensitivel y pushin g too har d 
with m y persona l arguments . A s a  result, he began to avoi d m y roo m an d 
we neve r talke d abou t Chris t again . 

Later, while I  wa s playin g basketbal l wit h Athletes I n Action, our tea m 
leader explaine d ho w I  coul d b e filled wit h th e Hol y Spirit . Tha t wa s a 
turning poin t i n m y spiritua l life . I  bega n to experienc e a  new boldness , 
compassion, and sensitivity tha t I  didn' t hav e before . 

One afternoon , a  fe w day s later , a frien d an d I  ha d three opportunitie s t o 
talk wit h athlete s fro m Norther n Illinoi s University . W e spen t al l afternoo n 
talking, listening, and sharing the Gospel . Al l thre e receive d Christ . 

The differenc e i n thos e tw o experience s wa s th e Hol y Spirit . 

When we 
are fille d 
with th e 
Holy Spirit , 
we hav e th e 
power t o 
share Christ . 

WITNESSING I N THE SPIRI T 

After th e disciple s experience d th e powe r 
of the Hol y Spirit , they bega n to tal k abou t 
Jesus Christ . I n Acts 4  (afte r healin g the 
lame man ) Pete r an d John, ordinary people , 
demonstrate fiv e sign s o f witnessing i n th e 
extraordinary powe r o f the Hol y Spirit . 
The sam e five sign s wil l b e present whe n 
we witnes s i n th e powe r o f the Hol y Spirit . 
Let's chec k the m out . 

Persecution 
In Acts 4:18-21 , Pete r an d John wer e brough t befor e th e Sanhedrin . 
Why? 

When we 
witness i n 
the powe r 

of th e Hol y 
Spirit, 

persecution 
will follow . 

Peter tell s u s tha t i t i s honorabl e t o suffe r fo r 
Christ. 

From Peter' s writing s i n 1  Peter 
determine ho w yo u migh t 

be persecuted fo r sharin g Christ . 
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Someone ha s asked the question: "If you were arreste d a s a 
follower o f Jesus Christ , would ther e b e enough evidence to 
convict you?" I n Peter' s an d John's case , the answer wa s 
obviously yes . Woul d ther e b e enough evidence to convic t you? 

Pointing t o Jesus 
Peter an d John pointe d peopl e to Jesus. The y wer e absolutel y 
convinced tha t the onl y wa y to kno w Go d wa s throug h Jesus Christ . 

Read Act s 4:B~1 B an d write dow n som e fact s the y use d t o 
point other s t o Jesus. 

What ca n you lear n fro m th e disciples ' experienc e t o poin t 
your friend s a t school t o Jesus? 

Boldness 
Peter an d John spok e wit h boldness . The y weren' t scare d o r 
intimidated b y the peopl e around them . 

Read Act s 4:13 . Wha t obstacl e di d their boldnes s overcome ? 
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Th ink o f an opportunity t o expres s boldnes s a t school , 
could yo u demonstrat e boldnes s i n tha t situation ? 

How 

Changed Live s 
The religiou s leader s recognize d tha t Jesus Chris t radicall y influence d 
Peter an d John. 

Head agai n Act s 4:13. 

Can you r friend s se e the sam e kin d o f radica l chang e i n you ? 
In wha t ways ? 

Praise t o Go d 
Peter an d John weren' t th e onl y one s aroun d wit h change d lives. N o 
one coul d den y that the lam e ma n ha d been healed , because h e was 
standing ther e wit h the m (Act s 4:14) . No r coul d anyon e den y tha t 

the disciple s lacke d the abilit y t o perfor m suc h a  miracle. Th e lam e man' s 
changed lif e coul d b e credited onl y t o God' s power.  I n spit e o f the fact 
that thes e supernatura l event s too k plac e through Pete r an d John, they 
were quic k t o giv e the credi t t o God . 

From Act s 4:21-22 , wha t wa s th e resul t o f expressin g thei r 
faith? 

Isn't i t excitin g to kno w tha t whe n yo u witnes s i n th e powe r o f the Hol y 
Spirit, the resul t wil l b e that man y peopl e wil l prais e God ? A t you r schoo l 
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many peopl e want t o kno w Jesus an d many Christian s wan t t o witness . 
Your exampl e o f witnessing ca n set i n motio n on e wave of non-Christian s 
coming to kno w Chris t an d another wav e o f Christians who , through you r 
witness, find th e boldnes s t o spea k u p for Christ . 

Th ink bac k over you r lif e an d lis t everyon e whos e witnes s 
influenced you r decisio n t o becom e a follower o f Jesus. Prais e 
God for eac h person o n you r list . 

Now lis t som e peopl e who ca n praise Go d becaus e of your witnes s t o 
them. 

Witnessing doe s no t usuall y brin g abou t immediat e results . Ther e ar e n o 
guarantees o r magi c formulas. Bu t whe n yo u faithfull y witness , then Go d 
will faithfull y brin g about result s a t the righ t time . 

Soon afte r I  becam e a believer, I ha d to giv e a persuasive speec h i n m y 
speech class . I  decide d to tal k abou t ho w I  came to kno w Christ . I 
wanted t o persuad e the clas s t o d o the same . I  studie d har d to prepar e 
for th e speech . I  presente d i t wit h confidenc e an d boldness . Bu t a s my 
professor an d fellow student s evaluate d m y speec h the y cu t i t t o shreds . 
As w e walked ou t o f the classroom , a  classmat e said , "St. Clair , you reall y 
made a *#!% ou t o f yourself thi s time. " A s I  returne d t o m y room , my 
confidence an d boldness ha d completely disappeared . 

But fou r year s later , my siste r me t a  friend name d Clay . Sh e discovere d 
that h e ha d become a Christian leader , and had recentl y writte n a  book 
about ho w Chris t ha d changed hi s life . Sh e aske d ho w h e had come t o 
know Christ . 
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He answered , "In a  speech clas s i n college , your brothe r Barr y gav e a talk 
on ho w Chris t change d hi s life . H i s speec h starte d m e thinking, and I 
accepted Christ. " 

It too k fou r year s fo r m e to realiz e tha t m y speec h ha d led to an y positiv e 
results. Th i s singl e inciden t remind s u s tha t w e nee d to shar e ou r fait h 
boldly i n th e powe r o f the Spiri t an d leave the result s t o God . 

Share Chris t i n th e 
power o f th e Hol y 

Spirit an d leave th e 
results t o God . 

This week mee t 
with on e othe r perso n i n you r 
group. Selec t a  mutual frien d wh o 
is no t a  believer wit h who m yo u 
can discuss you r relationship s wit h 
Christ. Remembe r tha t yo u ar e 
ordinary peopl e wit h 
extraordinary power.  Go d wil l us e yo u beyon d your ability . Then . 

1. Pray together for  the  friend to  whom you will witness. 

2. Set up  a time to meet with your friend. 

3. Speak to that person boldly about  what  Jesus Christ  means  to you. 

Complete thi s session b y memorizing Hebrew s 9:27 . 
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ASSIGNMENT 
I . Continue you r dail y times alon e with God , using the 
following Bibl e readings . 

Day I:Act s 7:1-1 6 

Day 2 : Act s 7:17-3 4 

Day 3 : Act s 7:35-5 3 

Day 4 : Acts 7:54-8: 3 

Day 5 : Act s 8:4-2 5 

Day 6 : Acts 8:26-4 0 

Day 7 : Act s 9: 1 -19 a 

2. Complete Session  4. 

3. Carry ou t you r projec t o f talking to a  non-believing friend sometim e 
this week . 

4. Review th e f i rs t fiv e memor y verse s fro m Spending  Time Alone with God 
to quot e to th e group nex t week . 
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M a k i n g f r i e n d s fo r Chris t 
Andy an d John hav e become friends. Whe n schoo l starte d thi s year , they 
didn't eve n kno w eac h other. Al l the y ha d in commo n wa s Englis h class . 
But somewher e alon g the wa y a friendship began . 

Probably n o two friendship s ar e exactl y alike , but they al l hav e som e 
common elements . Thin k abou t one friendship yo u hav e now. Ho w di d 
you get the friendship started ? Wha t di d you d o t o kee p i t going? 

Moving Towar d Maturit y Serie s 

S E  S  S  I  O  N 

COMPASSION —  TH E MAIM INGREDIEN T 
Friendships ar e often take n for granted . Som e peopl e think , "I've go t al l 
the friends I  need. " Bu t the y mis s th e point . Othe r peopl e nee d them! 
Jesus want s u s t o becom e friends wit h a s man y peopl e as we can . W e ar e 
to see k ou t peopl e who nee d friends an d make ourselve s availabl e t o 
them. 
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Study Matthe w 9:35~3 8 an d recor d belo w you r insight s 
concerning ho w Jesus want s u s t o trea t othe r people . 

We ar e told tha t Jesus ha d compassion. Loo k u p the definitio n o f 
compassion an d write i t below . 

Head Paul' s definitio n o f compassio n i n 1 Corinthians 
1 3 . H e use s th e Gree k wor d agape,  which i s translate d a s 
"love." Agape  lov e i s unconditional . 

Only Go d love s unconditionally . W e experienc e thi s 
unconditional lov e b y knowing Jesus Christ . An d w e ca n love 
unconditionally onl y b y allowing the Hol y Spiri t t o lov e other s throug h us . 

How d o we respon d t o God' s agap e love? B y lovin g and obeying Him . 
Through ou r lov e an d obedience, God wil l fil l ou r live s wit h compassio n 
for others . God' s agap e love i s alway s insid e us , even when w e d o no t 
express it . Go d want s u s t o pou r i t ou t — no t jus t a  drop her e and 
there, but runnin g ove r lik e a  glass unde r a  wide-open faucet . Th e mor e 
we pou r out , the mor e Go d wil l fil l us . 

God doesn' t car e i f you're th e greatest debate r i n you r school , the 
greatest footbal l playe r o r cheerleader , the greates t musician , or th e 
president o f your yout h group . Non e o f your abilitie s matte r i f you don' t 
love others . 

Head 1  Corinthians 1 3 again an d make a list o f what lov e 
is not  Afte r eac h item yo u list , honestly ask , Are these charac-
teristics present  in my life? Wr i t e dow n an y specific example s 
where thes e hav e appeared i n you r life . The n as k Go d t o 
replace those characteristic s wit h Hi s love . 
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What love i s no t Ho w I demonstrat e this characteristi c 

When w e encounte r los t peopl e with n o lov e the result s ar e neve r 
positive. 

God wants u s t o ge t ri d o f attitudes tha t kee p u s fro m lovin g others . As k 
Him t o begi n to remov e you r wron g attitude s by.. . 

— Revealing  ho w unlovin g you reall y are ; 

— Removing  al l your negativ e attitudes, using any means necessary ; 

— Replacing  your unlovin g attitudes wit h compassion . 

Now rea d 1  Corinthians 1 3 once again . Th i s tim e mak e 
an outline o f what lov e is . 
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How I demonstrat e thi s characteristi c 

When w e allo w Jesus' lov e to flo w throug h us , others becom e mor e ope n 
to hea r wha t w e hav e to say . 

Head 1  Corinthians 1 3 once more , i f you wan t t o mak e 
God's lov e mor e personal . Th i s tim e replac e ever y referenc e 
about "love " wit h th e wor d "Jesus. " Fo r example : Jesus i s 
patient...Jesus i s kind.. . 

Since Jesus live s i n us , He ha s already pu t those lovin g qualities insid e o f 
us. Bu t we mus t sti l l lear n t o trus t Hi m ever y da y to expres s thos e 
qualities throug h us . 

W H Y B E A FRIEND ? 
Jesus sa w non-believer s a s "harassed an d helpless , like shee p without a 
shepherd". 

In Matthe w 9:3 G they wer e lost , wandering around, no t 
knowing wher e the y wer e goin g with n o true friend s t o guid e 
them. Yo u probabl y hav e friends i n th e sam e conditio n wh o 
need to kno w Jesus Christ . 
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Why d o your non-Christia n friend s nee d your friendshi p s o much ? 
Consider th e following reasons . 

Friends Are Comforter s 
Can yo u thin k o f someone wh o ha s problem s bu t doesn' t hav e any 
friends t o shar e problem s with ? Ho w d o you thin k tha t perso n feels ? 

Friends comfor t others : "Two ar e bette r tha n one , because they hav e a 
good retur n fo r thei r work : I f one fall s down , this frien d ca n help hi m up . 
But pit y th e ma n who fall s an d has n o on e to hel p hi m up! " (Ecclesiaste s 
4:9-10). 

Th ink abou t these verse s an d think o f some way s yo u can 
comfort you r non-Christia n friends . 

Friends Are Counselor s 
You kno w peopl e who ar e heade d i n th e wrong direction . I f you 
were friends , that perso n woul d liste n t o you r advice . Bein g that 
person's frien d give s yo u the opportunit y t o liste n t o problem s an d 
then offe r advice . 

The Bibl e encourage s tha t kin d o f openness an d honesty betwee n friends . 
"Better i s ope n rebuk e tha n hidde n love " (Proverb s 27:5) . Tha t make s yo u 
a counselor t o you r friend . 

What ar e some way s yo u ca n help you r frien d wit h hi s o r he r 
problem? 
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How ca n you hel p lea d your frien d close r t o God ? 

Friends Are Challenger s 
Most o f u s kno w peopl e who nee d to pic k u p the pac e i f they ar e 
going to reac h thei r ful l potential . The y nee d to study , to exercise , to 
use thei r tim e better , or ge t motivated. Tru e friend s challeng e each 

other t o b e their bes t i n ever y aspec t of their lives . Th e Bibl e encourage s 
us t o sharpe n eac h other. "A s iro n sharpen s iron , so on e ma n sharpen s 
another" (Proverb s 27:17) . 

What i s on e way you ca n become a challenger wh o "sharpens " 
your non-Christia n friend ? 

MAKING FRIEND S 
One o f the closes t friendships i n histor y wa s betwee n Davi d and Jonathan 
( I Samue l 18: 1 -4) . Tha t friendshi p ca n help u s deepe n friendships wit h 
people who d o not kno w Christ . 

It i s surprisin g tha t Davi d an d Jonathan wer e friend s a t al l — muc h les s 
close friends . Jonatha n was th e so n o f Kin g Saul , and b y all right s shoul d 
have been i n lin e to inheri t th e kingdom . Ye t Go d ha d designated Davi d as 
the successo r t o Saul . Davi d was wel l know n fo r hi s courag e — bot h a s a 
shepherd an d as the slaye r o f Goliath . 

Jonathan wa s a  great warrior wh o ha d killed thousand s o f Philistines . H e 
was courageous . H e an d his armor-beare r kille d 2 0 me n a t one time ( I 
Samuel 14:14) . Th e peopl e love d him . S o imagin e ho w h e might hav e felt 
when h e discovered tha t David,  not himself , would becom e the nex t king . 

Let's pu t th e sam e situation i n som e setting s aroun d you . 

— Imagin e you've bee n a  cheerleader sinc e th e sevent h grade . Jus t 
before th e tea m trial s a  new gir l move s t o town , beats you i n 

53 



Moving Towar d Maturit y Serie s 

tryouts, and becomes th e hea d cheerleader instea d o f you. 

Imagine you've bee n playin g basketbal l sinc e you wer e ol d 

enough t o dribble . You'r e gettin g read y to star t you r senio r yea r 
when a  6' 10" freshma n move s t o you r schoo l an d bumps yo u 
from th e startin g team . 

Imagine you're datin g a girl yo u reall y car e about. Bu t sh e 
decides sh e like s you r bes t friend better , and the two o f them 
begin to date . 

In situation s lik e these , you ar e likel y t o expres s mor e o f the "wha t lov e i s 
not" characteristic s tha n the "wha t lov e is"  attitudes . It' s difficul t t o b e 
patient an d kind whe n you r hope s ar e shattered . Ye t loo k a t Jonathan and 
the wa y h e responde d wit h lov e to hi s potentia l enemy , David. Eve n i f 
we're no t naturall y attracte d t o peopl e who ar e har d to love , God love s 
them. H e want s t o mak e them Hi s friends . H e doe s tha t b y using u s t o 
make them ou r friends . 

God loves peopl e w e 
find har d t o love . 

Look a t 1 Samuel 18:1~ 4 an d find fou r step s Jonathan too k 

to buil d a  deep friendship wit h hi s potentia l enemy , David. 

> Attraction 
"Jonathan becam e one i n spiri t wit h David " ( I Samue l 18:1) . 
Jonathan too k th e initiativ e t o buil d the friendship . I f you hav e 

trouble initiatin g conversations an d friendships, us e th e followin g 
suggestions. 

" S a y "Hi."  Instea d o f walking down th e hal l wit h you r hea d dow n 
and your fac e toward th e lockers , learn t o smil e an d be friendly. 
It ma y no t b e by chance that a person crosse s you r path . Go d 
may want you , in som e way , to affec t that person' s life . B y sayin g 
"H i " wit h a  smile, you ca n open the wa y to begi n a  relationship. 

— Remember  names. I f you don' t kno w a  person's name , ask. Afte r 
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you ask , remember it . Us e th e nam e several  time s i n orde r t o 
make sur e tha t you remember . "Hello , John, how's i t going , John? 

— Asking  questions.  Whe n yo u can' t think o f anything to tal k about , 
remember th e acrosti c FRIEND . Th e letter s stan d for : 

Friends, 
Recreation, 
Interests, 
Education, 
Needs, an d 
Destiny. 

Learn tha t acrostic an d use i t t o carr y o n a  conversation simpl y b y askin g 
questions i n eac h of the areas . Fo r example,"D o yo u kno w Fred ? Wha t 
position d o you pla y in soccer ? Ho w di d you ge t intereste d i n it ? What' s 
your favorit e subject ? Leas t favorite? Why ? What' s you r bigges t 
struggle? Wha t d o you thin k th e future hold s fo r you? " 

— y  Give  your  full attention.  Look the m i n th e eye . Don' t loo k aroun d 
and act as i f you're no t interested . Listenin g t o other s i s no t 
automatic. I t take s practice . 

What thre e peopl e would yo u lik e t o sa y "H i " t o o r carr y o n a 
conversation wit h thi s week ? Wr i t e thei r name s i n th e space 
below. 

2 
Affection 

I "And [Jonathan ] love d [David ] a s himsel f ( I Samue l 18:1) . Davi d and 
' Jonathan develope d suc h a  closeness tha t Jonathan helpe d protec t 

David fro m hi s ow n father , Saul. 

How ca n you go about developing an affection fo r othe r peopl e — 
especially thos e wh o ar e no t believers ? 
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Discover common goals.  I t coul d b e basketball o r cross-stitch . I f 
you loo k yo u wil l fin d somethin g tha t you hav e in common . 

— Build  common experiences  around  those  goals. Do  somethin g tha t 
allows yo u to reac h your goal s together . Ge t u p a basketball 
game, plan an overnight cross-stitchin g party . D o wha t i t takes . 

For eac h of the thre e peopl e that yo u listed , write dow n on e 
common goa l an d experience tha t you shar e wit h tha t person . 

Accountability 
"Jonathan mad e a covenant with David " ( I Samue l 18:3) . The y wer e 
committed t o eac h other. Covenant-makin g i n the Ol d Testament 
was seriou s business . I t wa s unbreakable . I n a  covenant, people gave 

each other a  gift o f great value . Tha t gif t expresse d commitmen t an d 
accountability. A  covenan t friendship wa s definitel y a  deeper-than-normal 
relationship. 

How ca n you develo p deepe r friendships ? Wi t h you r believin g friends ? 
Wi th a  non-Christian friend ? Discove r you r friends ' need s an d desires . 
Help the m fulfil l thei r need s and desires . 

Allow you r frien d t o discove r an d fulfill your  needs an d desires . 

For eac h of the three peopl e you previousl y listed , write dow n 
one specific wa y you ca n deepen that friendship . 

Agape Lov e 
"Jonathan too k of f the rob e h e was wearin g an d gave i t t o David , 
along with hi s tunic , and even hi s sword , his bow , and hi s belt " ( I 
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Samuel 18:4) . Thes e wer e a  symbol o f Jonathan's willingnes s t o mak e 
personal sacrifice s fo r David . Th e sam e was tru e o f Davi d towar d 
Jonathan. The y gre w i n thei r friendshi p unti l i t reache d a  level tha t the y 
were willin g to di e for eac h another . 

Jesus said , "Greater lov e ha s n o on e than this , that on e la y down hi s lif e 
for hi s friends " (Joh n 15:13) . Ho w ca n you reac h that leve l o f friendship ? 

Go throug h jo y and  pain together . 

Share strength s and  weaknesse s wit h on e another . 

Resolve conflict s whe n the y aris e b y learnin g to as k forgiveness . 

Think o f the thre e peopl e on you r lis t on e mor e time . Decid e 
one practica l wa y that you ca n personally sacrific e fo r eac h o f 
your friends . 

HANDLE W I T H PRAYE R 
The greates t nee d o f non-Christia n friend s i s t o kno w Jesus Christ . Yo u 
fill tha t nee d b y praying for the m an d by sharing the Goo d New s o f Chris t 
with them . You r consisten t prayer s wil l hel p brea k dow n th e resistanc e o f 
your non-believin g friends t o Christ . 

Here's ho w yo u ca n develop a  prayer strategy . 

Meet with tw o friend s fro m you r discipleshi p grou p o r yout h 
group an d pray together regularl y fo r you r friend s wh o d o no t 
know Christ . God' s presenc e wil l b e with you . Jesu s 
promised, "Where tw o o r thre e com e together i n M y name , 
with them " (Matthe w 18:20) . there a m I 
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believers 
praying time s a  wee k 

for non-believin g friends . 

Wr i te th e name s o f your Christia n praye r partner s here . 

1. Your nam e 

2 . 

3. 

Wr i te th e name s o f your non-believin g friend s here . 

1 . 

2 . 

3. 

Decide whe n yo u wil l pra y togethe r an d write i t here : 

1 . 

2 . 

HERE'S HELP! 
You ca n discover ho w t o d o this i n detai l b y lookin g a t Awesome 
Way to Pray  at www.reach-out.org o r cal l 1.800.473.9456 . 

5(1 
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As yo u pra y fo r a  non-Christian friend , realize tha t o n th e cros s Jesu s ha s 
already purchase d tha t perso n a s Hi s ow n possession . 

Because o f that you ca n pray.. . 

That Go d wil l tea r dow n th e stronghold s tha t kee p your friend s 
from receivin g Chris t ( 2 Corinthian s 10:4-5) . 

That you r friend s wil l repen t an d believe . 

That God' s purpos e wil l b e accomplished i n an d through you r 
friends' lives . 

Through prayer , you ca n present you r friend s t o God . A s yo u pra y fo r 
your friends , God wil l wor k i n thei r live s t o brin g them t o Himself . 

As you pra y fo r 
your friends , God 
will wor k i n thei r 
lives t o brin g the m 

to Himself . 

Decide 
on whic h three  non-Christian 
friends yo u wil l focu s you r prayer s 

I . Make  a list of  everyone you  would like to see come to  know Christ 
(relatives, fellow students , or peopl e at your job. ) The n determin e thos e 
whom yo u conside r prioritie s t o reac h for Christ . As k th e Lor d t o spea k 
to you.  A s yo u pray , consider thes e options . 

— Thos e yo u think ar e closes t t o comin g to Christ . 
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Those wit h who m yo u hav e frequent an d good communication . 

Those wh o hav e shown spiritua l interest . 

Those wh o respec t you . 

Those yo u ma y have limited tim e t o reach . 

Those fo r who m th e Hol y Spiri t ha s given you a  spiritual 
concern. 

Those who m Go d seem s t o brin g across you r pat h repeatedly . 

2. Make a final list of  the three people you  consider your  highest priorities. 
Wr i te thei r name s here : 

3. Pray for these three friends daily. 

4. Meet with  your Christian friends  regularly  to pray for each  other's  non-
Christian friends. 

5. Take one specific action  to  express your friendship to each of  your three non-
believing friends. 

Complete thi s session b y memorizin g Roman s 5:8 . 

ASSIGNMENT 
I . Continue you r time s alon e with Go d thi s week , using th e 
following Bibl e readings : 

till 
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Day I:Act s 9: l9b-3 l 

Day 2 : Act s 9:32-4 3 

Day 3 : Acts 10:1-1 6 

Day 4 : Acts 10:17-3 3 

Day 5 : Act s 10:34-4 8 

Day 6 : Act s 11:1-1 8 

Day 7 : Act s 11:19-3 0 

2. Complete Session  5. 

3. Follow throug h o n you r prayer s an d acts o f friendship t o you r non -
believing friends . 

4. Review al l memor y verse s yo u learne d when yo u studie d Following  Jesus, 
Spending Time Alone with God,  an d Making Jesus Lord. 

fil 
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S E S S I O N 5 

S t a r t i n g a  conversat io n 
Every da y for th e pas t week Andy ha s bee n praying for John an d asking 
God t o ope n u p an opportunity t o tal k abou t Jesus Christ . Toda y the y ar e 
riding hom e afte r school . And y feel s tha t thi s i s th e opportunit y h e has 
waited for , but h e has n o ide a how t o ge t started. Ho w ca n he brin g 
Christ int o th e conversation ? 

Wr i te a  few suggestion s yo u migh t give Andy. 

If you worr y abou t ho w t o begi n a  conversation abou t Jesus Christ , join 
the club . I  don' t kno w anyon e who doesn' t hav e difficulty gettin g starte d 
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in a  conversation. Ye t other s hav e learned t o tal k abou t Jesus Chris t an d 
you ca n too. 

THE BES T MODE L 
If you decid e to becom e a good athlete, musician, or student , the bes t way 
to star t i s t o fin d a  model. Loo k fo r a  person wh o excel s i n tha t are a and 
discover ho w tha t perso n di d it . Th e bes t mode l fo r learnin g ho w t o 
share you r fait h i s Jesus Chris t Himself , so let' s loo k a t and learn fro m 
Him. 

Head Joh n 4:1"42 , whic h describe s a n encounter Jesus ha d 
with a  Samaritan woman . A s yo u rea d the passage , jot dow n 
some o f the barrier s Jesus face d and how H e overcam e them . 

BARRIER- BREAKERS 

Based o n Jesus' encounte r wit h th e woma n a t the well , let's loo k a t som e 
ways H e brok e dow n barrier s t o stee r th e conversatio n towar d spiritua l 
issues. Yo u ca n use these barrier-breaker s a s well . 

Relax 
Jesus wa s sittin g at the wel l — tired , casual, and relaxed. I t i s natura l 
to ge t uptight when the subjec t o f Jesus come s up , but the tensenes s 
will disappea r i f you jus t rela x an d be yourself. Don' t fee l as i f you 

have to forc e the conversation . Go d wants t o us e you t o sprea d Hi s 
message, but i t i s u p to th e Hol y Spiri t t o conver t you r friend . I f you have 
nervous hands , tense shoulders , and a squeaky voic e during a  conversation, 
you ar e likel y t o thro w u p before you ca n even begi n to discus s spiritua l 
matters. Eve n worse, you wil l mak e your frien d fee l nervous . 

Wr i te dow n you r thought s o n way s yo u ca n relax , be yourself, and enjo y 
your friend . 
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Ask Question s 
j When th e woman came to dra w water , Jesus 
asked, "Wi ll yo u give me a drink?" Wha t a  great 
way to begi n a conversation. I f you're worrie d 

about what to sa y and how to carr y o n a conversation, 
just remembe r t o as k questions . An d i f you come 
across someon e whose onl y respons e i s ye s o r no , ask 
questions tha t begi n with Who? What? Where? When? 
and Why ? Thes e question s wil l hel p draw your non -
talking friend int o th e conversation . Us e th e FR IEN D acrostic . 

Wr i te som e question s yo u ca n ask you r friend . 

Listen 
Jesus listene d intentl y t o th e woman. H e listene d wel l enoug h t o 
hear no t onl y wha t sh e was saying , but als o wha t sh e wa s no t saying . 
We nee d to lear n ho w t o liste n wit h th e sam e sensitivity . 

You sho w a n interes t i n th e othe r perso n whe n yo u listen , instead o f 
interrupting o r forcin g your ow n poin t o f view. Liste n patientl y fo r needs , 
fears, problems, and questions. Th e bette r yo u understan d th e othe r 
person, the bette r you r opportunit y fo r talkin g about Christ . 

Do yo u liste n well ? Lis t you r positiv e an d negative tendencie s 
when i t come s t o listenin g t o others . 

iii) 

Friends, 
Recreation, 
Interests, 
Education, 
Needs, an d 
D e s t i n y 
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Establish a  Common Interes t 
Jesus told th e Samarita n woma n H e wa s thirsty . Obviously , the 
woman ha d come to th e wel l fo r water . Jesu s wa s abl e to star t a 
conversation base d on thei r commo n interes t i n water . 

How d o you identif y wit h you r friends ? Throug h sports ? 
Music? Homework ? Commo n friends ? Wr i t e ou t som e 
common interest s yo u hav e with you r thre e non-believin g 
friends. 

Find the Nerv e 
1 Jesus tol d th e woma n t o ge t her husban d an d come back . Sh e tol d 

Him sh e didn' t hav e a husband. Jesu s agreed , but told he r sh e had 
previously ha d five husband s an d was presentl y livin g with a  man wh o 
was no t he r husband . Jesu s definitel y touche d a  nerve! 

Do yo u remembe r you r f i rs t cavity ? A s th e dentis t probed , nothing 
happened at first. Bu t the n h e got to th e infecte d toot h an d W H A M MO 
— h e had to scrap e you of f the ceiling . H e struc k a  nerve. 

Your friend s hav e tender nerve s a s well . I f you ca n discover wha t the y 
are, you wil l hav e their ful l attention . Her e ar e som e o f the mor e 
common sensitiv e "nerves " you r friend s ma y have. 

— parent s boyfriend/girlfrien d 

— self-imag e —  grade s 

— honest y friends/lonelines s 

dating/sex —  suicid e 

Remember, these ar e tender nerves . Th e mor e tende r th e nerve , the 
more i t hurt s t o hav e someone touc h it . B e sensitive . 
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What d o you thin k ar e the mos t evident  expose d nerve s o f 
each of your non-believin g friends ? 

Avoid Distraction s 
In th e cours e o f the conversation , the woma n brough t u p socia l 
differences, water-drawing instruments , he r ancestors , and difference s 
in worship . Bu t Jesus kep t comin g bac k to th e woman' s nee d t o 

know Him . 

After yo u begi n to discus s Jesus , don't get sidetracked o n othe r things . 
Keep bringin g th e conversatio n bac k to tal k abou t Him . 

Jot dow n som e idea s fo r bringin g a conversation bac k t o 
Christ i f i t gets of f track . 

Don't Fol d Unde r Pressur e 
I Jesus didn' t sto p whe n th e conversatio n go t a  little tense , yet H e 

never force d th e woman t o liste n agains t he r wil l either . I n talking t o 
your friends , take the conversatio n a s far a s you ca n toward leadin g 

the othe r perso n t o Christ , bu t neve r t o th e poin t o f rudenes s o r 
insensitivity. Jus t becaus e the othe r perso n feel s a  little uncomfortabl e 
doesn't mea n it' s tim e t o sto p th e conversation . Kee p o n communicating . 
If you remai n sensitiv e t o th e Hol y Spirit , you wil l kno w ho w fa r t o tak e 
the conversation . 

Creatively thin k abou t some clue s that wil l hel p you kno w 
whether o r no t t o sto p o r t o continu e a  discussion abou t Jesus. 
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Talk Creativel y 
When Jesu s talke d t o th e woma n a t the well , H is conversatio n wa s 
natural —  an d i t wa s creative . H e didn' t t r y t o memoriz e i t an d 
repeat i t t o th e nex t perso n H e met . I n fact , His conversatio n wit h 

Nicodemus (Joh n 3:1-21 ) wa s ver y differen t fro m hi s tal k wit h th e 
Samaritan woman . Yo u don' t nee d to memoriz e a  "gospel speech " 
because witnessing i s creative . 

Share wha t yo u 
know and trust th e 
Holy Spiri t t o spea k 

to people . 

Wr i te dow n wha t you kno w s o fa r tha t you wan t t o 
communicate abou t Jesus. 

Now thin k o f som e way s tha t you ca n creatively an d naturally expres s 
what you know . 
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BRIDGE-BUILDERS 
Jesus didn' t jus t brea k dow n barriers ; H e buil t bridge s t o reac h othe r 

people. A t eac h poin t i n H i s conversatio n wit h th e Samarita n woma n H e 

built bridge s t o tel l he r wh o H e is . I n th e sam e wa y w e nee d to lear n t o 

build bridge s i n ou r conversations . 

Questions to hel p you become a bridge-builder : 

What ha s you r lif e bee n lik e u p to now ? Tel l m e abou t yourself . 

I'm intereste d i n you r story . 

Do yo u eve r thin k abou t spiritua l things ? Rat e you r spiritua l 

interest o n a  scale o f I  t o 10 . 

Do yo u min d i f I  share wit h yo u th e greates t thin g tha t eve r 
happened to me ? 

Are yo u a  follower o f Jesus o r ar e yo u sti l l o n th e way ? 

What, i f anything , is keepin g you fro m followin g Jesus? 

THE CHALLENG E 
John 4:27-4 2 describe s wha t happene d i n Jesus ' conversa -

tion wit h th e woman . Jesu s ha d started a  casual discussio n 

that resulte d i n th e woma n believin g tha t H e wa s th e 

promised Messiah . 

Look a t the progressio n o f events : 

The woma n believe d i n Chr is t (w . 28-29) . 

The woma n tol d others , who the n believe d i n Chr is t (v . 39) . 

Sti l l other s cam e to believ e i n Chr is t becaus e o f th e testimon y 

of the f i r s t grou p o f believer s (w . 40-41) . 

What a  challenge! Ever y tim e w e begi n a  conversation abou t Jesus i t i s 

possible tha t multiplie d number s o f peopl e wil l eventuall y com e t o Christ . 

But i t won' t happen  unless we  speak up! 
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Notice anothe r importan t fact . Th e woman' s testimon y wa s instrumenta l 
in bringin g others t o Christ , bu t she wasn' t th e reaso n the y believed . Al l 
the woman di d was tel l other s wha t sh e ha d seen an d heard . Go d di d the 
rest. Joh n 4:42 quote s th e othe r Samaritans : "We n o longe r believ e jus t 
because o f what you said ; now w e hav e heard for ourselves , and we kno w 
that thi s Ma n reall y i s th e Savio r o f the world. " 

Later, Jesus use d the inciden t wit h th e Samarita n 
woman t o teac h Hi s disciple s a n important lesson . Th e 
disciples ha d just observe d tha t harves t tim e wa s fou r 
months away . Jesu s applie d that spirituall y an d tol d 
them tha t no w is th e time fo r spiritual  harvest . H e said , 
"Open you r eye s and look a t the fields!  The y ar e rip e 
for harvest " (Joh n 4:35) . 

The Holy-
Spirit wil l 

draw peopl e 
to Jesus . 
But God 
will us e 

you i n 
the process ! 

Jesus' 
statement tha t the harves t i s rip e i s 
true a t your schoo l an d with you r 
friends. 
Jesus als o said , "The harves t i s 
plentiful, but the worker s ar e few. As k th e Lor d o f the harvest , therefore , 
to sen d ou r worker s int o hi s harves t field"  (Luk e 10:2) . Yo u ar e on e o f 
those workers . Jesu s want s ever y believe r t o becom e a  harvester. Jesu s 
wants u s t o g o out ever y da y to se e what harves t ca n be gathered today . Since Jesus ha s already tol d u s tha t the harves t i s ready , we don' t nee d t o 
wonder whethe r o r no t Go d want s u s t o tel l ou r friend s abou t Him . H e 
does. An d H e doesn' t wan t u s t o develo p friendship s onl y t o wai t and 
wait to brin g u p the Gospel . W e nee d to spea k u p about Jesus Chris t 
now. I n fact , you ca n start eac h morning with a  prayer suc h as . 
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"Lord if  You  don't  want me to share with someone today,  please let  me 
know. Otherwise,  I'm going  to talk to  at least one  friend  today about 
You." 

Complete thi s session b y memorizin g 
I Corinthian s 15:3-4 . 

ASSIGNMENT 

God wil l hono r yo u prayers . H e wil l lea d you t o peopl e who wan t t o 
know mor e abou t Him . You r ow n fait h wil l gro w a s you se e Go d wor k 
through yo u to reac h your friends . 

God wil l 
use yo u t o 
gather Hi s 

harvest. 

I . Continue you r dail y times alon e wit h 
God, using the following readings : 

Day I:Act s 12:1-1 9 
Day 2 : Act s 12:20-13: 3 
Day 3 : Acts 13:4-1 2 
Day 4 : Acts 13:13-4 1 
Day 5 : Acts 13:42-5 2 
Day 6 : Act s 14:1-2 0 
Day 7 : Act s 14:21-2 8 

2. Complete Session  6. 

3. Memorize th e five question s unde r th e "Bridge-Builders " sectio n o f thi s 
Bible study . 

4. Use thos e question s t o carr y o n a  conversation wit h on e friend whos e 
name you wrot e i n Session  4.  Recor d th e result s o f your conversatio n 
here. 

5. Review th e memor y verse s o f the f irs t fiv e session s an d be ready to sa y 
them t o th e grou p nex t week . 
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Giving a  p e r s o n a l test imon y 
On th e wa y hom e fro m school , Andy an d John wer e discussin g las t week' s 
football game . Thei r schoo l wo n an d Andy trie d t o dra w a  parallel tellin g 
John that Jesus make s u s winner s i n ou r lives . S o Andy said , "John, I don' t 
play football , but Jesus ha s mad e me a  winner i n m y life. " No w what ? Pu t 
yourself i n Andy's place . Wha t woul d yo u sa y next ? Ho w d o you expres s 
what i s o n you r hear t abou t your relationshi p t o Jesus Christ ? W i l l yo u 
mumble, bumble, and stumble around , or wil l yo u b e able to spea k clearly ? 

Summarize wha t you woul d sa y next . 

71 

SESSION 

MY GREAT 

DISCOVERY 



Moving Towar d Maturit y Serie s 

FIRSTHAND EXPERIENC E 
Knowing your feeling s an d experiences i s on e thing , but telling other s 
about them i s another . 

In 1  Peter 3:1 5 the Apostle Pete r challenge s us , "In you r 
hearts se t apar t Chris t a s Lord . Alway s b e prepared to giv e an 
answer t o everyon e wh o ask s yo u t o giv e the reaso n fo r th e 
hope that you have. " 

The mos t effectiv e too l yo u hav e for sharin g your fait h is , "to giv e th e 
reason fo r th e hop e that you have " — you r firsthan d experienc e wit h 
Jesus Christ . Jesus ' disciple s use d thei r persona l experience s wit h Chris t 
to convinc e other s t o believe : "We proclai m t o yo u what we hav e seen 
and heard, so tha t you als o ma y have fellowship wit h us . An d ou r 
fellowship i s wit h th e Fathe r an d with Hi s son,Jesu s Christ " ( I Joh n 1:3) . 
Why d o you thin k John wa s s o inten t o n tellin g other s abou t hi s firsthan d 
experience wit h Jesus Christ ? 

One tim e th e Apostle Pau l stoo d befor e a  king named Agrippa. T o hel p 
Agrippa understan d th e Gospel , Paul chos e t o tal k abou t hi s persona l 
conversion experience . 

Read Act s G:l"? 3 an d outline Paul' s testimon y below . 

Paul's lif e befor e h e met Christ : 

How Pau l me t Christ : 
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How Chris t change d Paul' s life : 

Paul ha d a dramatic conversio n experience . H i s testimon y wa s a  thrilling 
story. Man y o f u s rea d accounts o f peopl e who hav e overcome drugs , 
prison, and other majo r problem s throug h th e powe r o f Jesus Chr i s t An d 
we are tempted t o wonder , Who will  be  interested  in m y story?  Whe n ou r 
testimonies don' t soun d dramatic , we ofte n hesitat e t o shar e them. Bu t 
every Christia n ha s a  unique stor y t o tel l becaus e Jesus Chris t ha s 
changed each one o f u s i n a  unique way. Eac h of u s wil l fin d peopl e w e 
can reach with ou r stor y mor e effectivel y tha n anyon e els e can. 

Head Mar k 5:19-20 . Afte r Jesu s heale d the demon-pos -
sessed ma n H e said , "Go hom e t o you r famil y an d tell the m 
how muc h the Lor d ha s don e for you , and how H e ha s had 
mercy o n you. " Ho w di d the ma n respon d t o Jesus' comman d 

and what was th e result ? 

THINKING THROUG H YOU R TESTIMON Y 
We nee d to lear n t o expres s ou r experience s wit h Chris t jus t a s Pau l and 
the demon-possesse d ma n expressed theirs . An d w e ca n use th e sam e 
outline t o writ e ou r testimonie s tha t Pau l use d i n Acts 26 . 

Answer th e following question s t o buil d the outlin e o f you r 
testimony. 

Your Lif e Befor e You Me t Chris t 

hat was you r on e bigges t need , struggle, or problem ? 
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Give a n example o f that need , struggle, problem. Ho w di d tha t 

struggle affec t you? 

Where di d you tur n fo r security , peace of mind , and happiness ? 

In wha t ways di d you find  lif e unsatisfying ? 

In thi s first  phas e o f your testimony , try t o identif y wit h th e othe r person . 

If you grew u p in th e church , talk abou t that, but avoid a religious focus . I f 
you me t Jesus a t an early ag e then focu s o n a  struggle yo u ha d after yo u 
came to Christ . 

How You Me t Chris t 

— Whe n di d you first  hea r th e Gospel ? Ho w wer e yo u first 
exposed t o a  dynamic, life-changing relationshi p t o Jesus? 

— Wha t wer e you r initia l reaction s t o Jesus Christ ? 

— Whe n di d you begi n to seriousl y conside r followin g Jesus? 

What wa s th e turnin g point ? 

— Ho w di d you receiv e Christ ? Wha t wer e th e detail s o f that 
experience? 

Mention God' s love , your sin , Christ's paymen t fo r you r sin , and how yo u 
received Christ . 

How Chris t Change d Your Lif e 

What change s di d you se e i n you r lif e afte r becomin g a 
Christian? Paralle l thes e change s with th e problem s tha t yo u 
expressed i n th e first  par t o f your testimony . Doin g thi s wil l 
cause your testimon y t o flo w smoothly . 

— Ho w ha s Jesus deal t with you r struggles ? 

What change s hav e other peopl e seen ? 

— Wha t doe s Jesus Chris t mea n to yo u now ? 
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People remembe r specifics . Yo u coul d say , "Knowing Jesus i s wonderful. " 
But how  is knowin g Jesus wonderful ? O r yo u coul d say , "I hav e peace. " 
But in  what  way d o you hav e peace? Giv e specifi c illustration s fro m you r 
life t o describ e ho w Jesus ha s change d you. B e a s descriptive an d specific 
as possible . 

PREPARING YOU R TESTIMON Y 
After yo u answe r th e previou s questions , use th e followin g 
guidelines t o communicat e mor e clearly . Thes e idea s wil l hel p 
you write an d present you r stor y better . 

Be Excitin g 
Begin with a n attention-getting sentenc e o r incident . A  statemen t like , "Al l 
of my lif e I'v e struggle d wit h lovin g and being loved, " ca n quickly captur e 
the othe r person' s attention . The n tel l you r stor y abou t that . 

Be Thematic 
Choose a  central them e fo r you r testimon y tha t non-believer s ca n relat e 
to. Love , self-acceptance, dating, parents, popularity, success, or friendshi p 
are options . Us e th e topic tha t focuses o n you r bigges t struggle . 

Be Positiv e 
Some peopl e give testimonies simila r t o thi s one : "When I  receive d Chris t 
I los t al l m y friends. The y won' t hav e anything to d o with m e no w tha t 
I've given u p al l worldl y thing s tha t use d to b e fun." Wh o woul d eve n 
want to becom e a  Christian afte r sharin g that "good " news ? Emphasiz e 
the positiv e change s that Jesus ha s mad e in you r life . 

Be Conversationa l 
Use you r ow n vocabulary . Don' t us e statement s suc h a s " I viewe d th e 
crimson sunse t an d pondered within m y innermos t being " (unles s yo u tal k 
that way i n rea l life) . Wr i t e an d speak naturally . 

Be Persona l 
Use " I " an d "me", not "you". Th e us e o f "you" sound s lik e yo u ar e 
preaching to you r listeners . Bu t first-perso n account s ar e intriguing . 
People lik e t o hea r experience s o f others tol d i n th e f i rs t person . 

Be Relevan t 
Make statement s tha t othe r peopl e ca n relate to . Imagin e a  non-Christian 
hearing for th e f i rs t tim e that , "Being a  Christian mean s t o wal k a n aisle 
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and get washed i n the bloo d o f the Lam b to becom e justified , sanctified , 
and glorified. Afte r that , you get out you r sword , dive int o th e Word, and 
really ge t a blessing, praise th e Lord. " You r frien d wil l thin k yo u droppe d 
in from Mar s fo r a  short visi t (hopefull y ver y short) . Avoi d religiou s 
cliches. 

Be Graphi c 
Give enoug h detail s t o arous e you r listeners ' interest . Tel l th e stor y s o 
your hearer s ca n visualize it . Tak e them wit h yo u int o tha t experience . 

Be Illustrativ e 
Think bac k o n th e experience s tha t hav e impacted you r lif e sinc e yo u 
became a believer. Includ e several  o f those life-changin g experience s i n 
your testimony . 

Be Accurate 
Don't t r y t o "spic e up " you r testimon y b y stretching the truth . I f 
someone discover s yo u hav e exaggerated the event s o f your past , how 
can you expec t hi m t o believ e what you ar e sayin g about Jesus? 

Be Relaxe d 
Smile an d laugh . Mak e your stor y fun . I t wil l hel p you an d the othe r 
person b e more a t ease. 

Be Biblica l 
Use on e verse tha t mean s somethin g to yo u t o ti e togethe r you r entir e 
testimony. O r us e two o r thre e verse s whe n they fit  naturall y int o wha t 
you ar e saying. Fo r example , you migh t quot e Revelatio n 3:2 0 an d build 
your testimon y aroun d openin g the doo r o f your lif e to Chr i s t Bu t yo u 
distract fro m you r presentatio n i f you us e too man y verses o r t r y t o forc e 
all your favorit e verse s int o you r testimonie s whe n the y don' t reall y fit. 

WRITING YOU R TESTIMON Y 
Use th e followin g step s t o writ e you r testimony . 

— y  Befor e yo u write th e first  word , pray for God' s help . As k 
Him t o giv e you wisdo m an d insight a s you wor k o n you r 
testimony. 

Begin t o mak e brie f note s o n thre e separat e piece s o f paper : 
"My Lif e Befor e Christ, " "Ho w I  Me t Christ, " an d "How Chris t 
Changed M y Life. " 
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Wr i te a  f i rst draf t usin g the note s fro m th e thre e sheet s o f 
paper. Appl y al l the "Preparin g Your Testimony" hint s fro m th e 
preceding section . 

Meet with you r discipleshi p grou p leade r an d revise you r draf t 
based on suggeste d improvements . 

Condense you r testimon y s o tha t yo u ca n read i t i n thre e 
minutes. 

Read your testimon y t o you r leade r o r t o anothe r perso n i n 
your group . As k fo r thei r furthe r suggestions . 

Rewrite you r testimon y onc e again, this tim e t o clarif y an d stat e 
concisely everythin g that you want to say . Ad d o r remov e detail s 
where necessary . 

Outline you r presentatio n o n a  3" x  5 " card . 

Give your testimon y t o you r discipleshi p grou p leade r usin g onl y 
the 3 " x  5 " card . 

Practice unti l yo u ca n give your testimon y i n three minute s 
without usin g your notes . 

PRESENTING YOU R TESTIMON Y 
Before yo u presen t you r testimony , consider th e followin g 
finishing touches . 

Rehearse unti l you r testimon y become s natural . 

Share you r stor y enthusiasticall y i n th e powe r o f the Hol y 
Spirit. 

Smile. As k th e Lor d t o hel p you b e positive an d relaxed . 

Speak clearly , but naturally . Spea k loudl y enoug h t o b e heard. 

Avoid nervou s habit s suc h a s swaying, playing with a  pencil, 
clearing your throat , jingling coin s i n you r pocket , or usin g 
phrases like , "you know, " "uh, " o r "ahh. " 
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Avoid arguin g i f someone interrupt s an d questions you . Answe r 
the questio n an d go on. 

Don't preach . Remembe r yo u ar e talking with on e o f you r 
friends. 

All thes e step s ma y sound lik e a  lot o f detail , but once you've pu t al l th e 
facts togethe r i n a  logical order , these wil l hel p your testimon y t o flow . 

Follow 
the step s i n th e Bibl e stud y t o 
prepare you r testimony . Se t asid e 
at leas t two hour s t o writ e it . G o 
through you r testimon y several  time s wit h a  friend i n you r group . The n 
memorize th e point s an d illustrations fro m you r 3 " x  5 " car d and presen t 
your testimon y t o you r leader . Finally , present you r testimon y t o a  non-
Christian friend . 

Complete thi s session b y memorizing I  Pete r 3:18 . 

ASSIGNMENT 
I .Wr i te, condense , and memorize you r testimony . 

2. Enjoy you r dail y times alon e with God . Us e th e followin g 
readings: 

Day I:Act s 15:1-1 1 

Day 2 : Act s 15:12-2 9 

Day 3 : Acts 15:30-4 1 

Day 4 : Acts 16:1-1 5 

7B 
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Day 5 : Act s 16:16-3 4 

Day 6 : Act s 16:35-4 0 

Day 7 : Act s 17:1-1 5 

3. Complete Session  7 . 

4. Give you r testimon y t o a t leas t on e perso n thi s week . 

[Some o f the idea s i n thi s Bibl e stud y wer e take n fro m The  Spirit-filled 
Christian, NavPress , 198 0 an d How to  Make Your Mark, Campu s Crusad e fo r 
Christ, 1983. ] 
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S E S S I O N 7 

P r e s e n t i n g th e t r u t h o f th e G o s p e l 

After a  lot o f praye r an d preparation, Andy ha s finally overcom e hi s fear s 
and has just give n hi s testimon y t o John. H e conclude s b y asking, "Can I 
tell yo u ho w yo u ca n know Jesus too? " 

John says , "Yep." No w wha t doe s Andy say ? 

What woul d yo u say? 

1111 

THE MESSAGE 
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We ofte n hesitat e t o as k ou r friend s i f we ca n tell the m abou t knowin g 
Jesus Chris t becaus e we think the y won' t b e interested. Afte r all : 

Bob i s a  super athlete . 

Janet's lif e i s runnin g smoothly . 

Lisa goes t o church , so sh e mus t b e a Christian. 

Kevin i s a n agnostic. 

But tak e a  look a t the live s o f the followin g peopl e befor e the y becam e 
Christians. 

Deion Sander s wa s a  famous athlete . 

Billy Graha m wa s a  typical hig h schoo l student . 

Stephen Curti s Chapma n wa s a  regular churc h attender . 

Josh McDowel l wa s a n agnostic . 

Somewhere alon g the way, someone "bothered " t o tel l eac h of thes e 
people the good new s abou t Jesus Christ . Th e resul t wa s tha t the y 
became believer s an d began to shar e thei r testimonies . No w thousand s 
of other peopl e kno w Jesus becaus e o f them. 

Pascal, a famous Frenc h scientist , said, "Ther e 
is a  God-shaped vacuu m i n th e hear t o f ever y 
man that canno t b e filled b y any created 
thing, but onl y b y God the Creato r mad e 
known throug h Jesus Christ. " 

GET INT O TH E MESSAG E 
Scattered throughou t th e Book  of  Act s ar e clea r mes -
sages the apostle s preache d to brin g peopl e to Jesus Christ . 
These message s follow a  pattern tha t repeat s itsel f ove r an d 
over i n th e Ne w Testament. Stud y th e following passage s 

Every perso n ha s a n inner desir e t o kno w Go d personally . Ever y perso n 
— n o matte r ho w famou s o r insignifican t h e might appea r — ha s a  need 
to hea r th e trut h o f the Gospel . 

HI 

YOU ar e a 
person throug h 
whom God want s 

to revea l 
Himself t o many 

other people . 
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where th e Gospe l messag e i s proclaimed . Yo u hav e read them alread y 
during recen t times alon e with God , but no w loo k fo r th e commo n 
theme tha t run s throug h the m all . 

- > Act s 2:14-3 9 

- > Act s 3:11-1 6 

- > Act s 4:8-1 2 

- > Act s 7:51-5 3 

- > A c t s 13:26-3 3 

In tw o words , summarize th e messag e tha t i s expresse d ove r an d ove r 
again in thes e passages . 

Jesus Chris t i s s o comple x 
that H e baffle© th e greates t 

mind, ye t s o simpl e tha t H e ca n 
be know n b y th e leas t intelligent . 

GET HEAD Y T O SHAR E TH E FACT S 
It i s importan t fo r u s t o lear n ho w t o presen t th e Gospe l too . Peopl e i n 
the 20t h centur y hav e as great a  need as I  st-century peopl e to kno w tha t 
Jesus Chris t ca n change their lives . I n th e las t Bibl e stud y yo u develope d a 
simple presentatio n o f your testimony . No w let' s lear n a  simple approac h 
to presentin g th e facts o f the Gospe l t o you r friends . 

Take the Nex t Ste p 
After you r frien d ha s hear d your testimony , say, "Can I  sho w yo u ho w yo u 
can know Jesus Chris t personally? " 

If your frien d stil l show s interest , you ca n say, "I'd lik e t o tel l yo u what i t 
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means t o b e a follower o f Jesus Christ . Woul d yo u mind? " 

If he says yes , you ma y proceed. Bu t i f you fee l tha t the perso n i s backin g 
off or ha s hear d al l tha t h e can handle for righ t now , you ca n say 
something like , "You know , John, I would lik e t o ge t bac k together agai n 
soon an d talk abou t this som e more . Coul d w e d o that?" Tha t leave s th e 
door ope n to mee t with hi m a t a later dat e and continue t o presen t th e 
Gospel. 

Don't le t your fea r o f rejectio n caus e you t o bac k off and prevent yo u 
from presentin g the Gospel . Th e othe r perso n wil l tel l yo u whether h e 
wants t o d o this o r not . I f h e says no , then don' t d o it . Bu t i f h e says yes , 
press on . 

Know The Fact s 
It's importan t t o thoroughl y prepar e t o tal k t o you r friends . Whe n yo u 
start sharin g one-on-one, you'll b e glad you di d your homewor k o n thes e 
six basi c truths o f the Gospel . 

1. God love s u s an d created u s t o kno w Him . 

2. Our si n keep s u s fro m knowin g God . 

3. We ca n come to kno w Go d onl y throug h Jesus Christ . 

4. W e mus t receiv e Jesus Chris t int o ou r lives . 

5. When w e kno w Jesus , our live s ar e changed. 

6. A relationshi p wit h Jesus i s characterize d b y spiritual growth . 

While yo u ar e practicing and the f irs t fe w times yo u presen t thes e si x 
basic truths o f the Gospel , read them wor d fo r wor d t o you r friend . Rea d 
with excitemen t an d expression, stopping after eac h fact to ask , "Does tha t 
make sens e to you? " 

The Gospe l 

USE TH E "JESUS : N O EQUAL ' BOOKLE T 
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Practice readin g them throug h righ t now . G o t o a  place where yo u won' t 

disturb anyone , and rea d the m a s i f you wer e goin g over i t wit h a  non-

believing friend . 

Jesus: N o Equa l 

Friends. Money . Popularity . Dates . Sports . Sex . School . Parties . 

Reputation. Clothes . Music . Whe n peopl e pursu e thes e things , they 

experience disappointment . S o wher e the n d o we fin d rea l meanin g i n life ? 

Reality #1 —  Go d Love s U s an d Create d U s t o Kno w Hi m 
God loves us. Jesu s said , "God s o love d th e worl d tha t H e gav e H i s on e 

and only son , that whoeve r believe s i n H i m shal l no t peris h bu t hav e 

eternal life " (Joh n 3:16) . 

God created us.  W e rea d i n th e Bible , "For You [God ] create d m y inmos t 
being;You kni t m e togethe r i n m y mother' s womb... " (Psal m 139:13) . 

God wants us  to  know Him.  God' s 
Word tell s us , "Now thi s i s eterna l 
life: that the y ma y kno w You, the 
only tru e God , and Jesus Christ , 
whom You hav e sent " (Joh n 17:3) . 

Since Realit y # 1 i s true , why i s i t 

that man y peopl e don' t kno w God ? 

People God 

I m a m 

Wants as lo know Him 

To hel p yo u prepar e t o effectivel y communicat e Realit y #1 , stud y 

Psalm 139:13-1 8 an d complete thi s statement : God designe d m e 

because... 

B4 
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Study John 3:1 6 an d complete thi s statement : God love s m e because.. . 

Study John 17: 3 an d complete thi s statement : God want s m e to kno w 
Him because.. . 

Reality #2 — Ou r Sin s Kee p U s fro m Knowin g Go d 
Some peopl e think o f si n a s getting drunk , or tellin g lies . True , bu t sin 
involves muc h more . 

What is  sin?  Si n i s ou r choic e to disobe y Go d an d go our ow n way . "W e 
all, like sheep , have gone astray , each of u s ha s turne d t o hi s ow n way " 
(Isaiah 53:6) . 

Who has  sinned? Everyone. I n the Bibl e we read , "All hav e sinned and fall 
short o f the glory o f God" (Roman s 3:23) . 

What happens  when  we sin? Si n result s i n separatio n fro m God , leading to 
death and judgment. "Th e wage s o f si n i s death " (Roman s 6:23) , and "Ma n 
is destine d t o di e once , and after tha t t o fac e judgment" (Hebrew s 9:27) . 

As lon g as sin separate s u s fro m God , we canno t kno w Him . 

What, then, is th e solutio n t o ou r separatio n fro m God ? 

People God 

SIR 
Death Sin Wants us to know Him 
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D I G G I N G DEEPE R 

Using som e o f the passage s liste d i n Realit y #2 , write ou t you r 
definition o f sin i n on e column . I n th e othe r colum n writ e th e result s o f 
sin. 

Sin The result s o f si n 

Reality #3 — We Ca n Kno w Go d Onl y throug h Jesus Chris t 
Jesus Chris t i s th e onl y solutio n t o ou r si n problem . 

Jesus died  for  our  sin. "Go d demonstrate s Hi s ow n lov e for u s i n this : 
Whi le w e were stil l sinners , Chris t die d for us " (Roman s 5:8) . 

Jesus rose  from the dead to  give us  life.  "Jus t a s Chris t wa s raise d from th e 
dead through th e glor y o f the Father , we too ma y liv e a  new life " (Roman s 
6:4). 

Jesus opened  the  way  for  us  to  know God.  "Fo r Chris t die d for sin s onc e fo r 
all, the righteou s fo r th e unrighteous , to brin g you t o God " ( I Pete r 3:18) . 

The life , death, and resurrectio n 
of Jesus Chris t buil t th e bridg e 
from Go d t o us . 

How can we kno w Jesus Chris t 
personally? 
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D I G G I N G DEEPE R 

Spend som e tim e thinkin g abou t the verse s i n Realit y #3 . The n 
l ist thre e reason s wh y Jesus Chris t ha d to di e an d be raised from th e dead 
so yo u an d your friend s ca n be restored t o righ t relationship s wit h God . 

2.. 

3, 

Reality #4 — To Kno w Jesus We Mus t Receiv e Him . 
Many peopl e kno w about  God , but don' t know  Him personally . Th e onl y 
way to kno w Go d personall y i s t o receiv e Jesus Christ . S o ho w ca n we 
receive Him ? 

Turn away  from  our  sin. Jesus said , "The tim e ha s come.. . Repen t and 
believe the Goo d News " (Mar k 1:15) . T o repen t mean s to tur n awa y from 
sin. 

Relieve in  Jesus. "Believe i n th e Lor d Jesus, and you wil l b e saved" 
(Acts16:31). T o believ e mean s t o turn  t o Jesus . 

Respond to  Jesus. Jesu s 
promises, "Here I  am ! I  stan d 
at the doo r an d knock . I f 
anyone hear s M y voice and 
opens th e door , I  wil l g o in and 
eat with him , and he with Me " 
(Revelation 3:20) . 

Which wa y wil l yo u choose ? 

H'/ 

Are you here.. 

People 

...or here? 

God 

I Jesus Christ 

Sin 
Death 

loves us 
Create* us 

Wants us to know him 
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Is ther e an y good reaso n wh y yo u canno t choose Jesus Chris t righ t now ? 

You ca n turn awa y from you r si n an d ask Jesus int o you r lif e now . Yo u 
receive Jesus b y praying to Him . 

Prayer i s simpl y talkin g to God . H e wil l hea r you r prayer . Ca n you sa y 
this t o Go d an d mean it? 

"Dear Jesus , I kno w tha t You create d me , love me, and want me 
to kno w You. M y si n ha s kep t m e from knowin g You. I  tur n 
from m y sin . I  receiv e Jesus Christ , who die d to forgiv e m y si n 
and rose fro m th e dea d to liv e i n me . I n Jesus' name , Amen. " 

Now tha t you hav e received Jesus Christ , what happens ? 

study th e verse s i n Realit y #4 , then answe r th e followin g question . 
Why mus t a  person respon d t o Jesus Chris t i n orde r t o kno w God ? 

Reality #5 — Jesu s Changes Ou r Live s When We Kno w Hi m 
Receiving Jesus Chris t i s jus t th e beginning . Whe n H e come s int o ou r 
lives, we experienc e man y change s — som e immediatel y an d other s 
gradually. 

A new identity. " I f anyon e i s i n Christ , he i s a  new creation ; the ol d ha s 
gone, the ne w ha s come " ( 2 Corinthian s 5:17) . 

DIGGING DEEPE R 
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Forgiveness. "A s fa r a s the eas t i s fro m th e west , so fa r ha s H e remove d 
our transgression s [si n an d guilt] from us " (Psal m 103:12) . 

Love. "We lov e becaus e H e f irs t love d us " ( I Joh n 4:19) . 

Freedom. "So i f the So n set s yo u free, you wil l b e free indeed " (Joh n 8:36) . 

Confidence. "W e hav e confidence befor e Go d becaus e we obe y Hi s 
commands an d do what please s Him " ( I Joh n 3:21-22) . 

Victory over  temptation. "Whe n yo u ar e tempted, He wil l als o provid e a 

way out s o tha t you ca n stand u p unde r it " ( I Corinthian s 10:13) . 

Guidance. " T rus t i n th e Lor d wit h al l you r hear t and lea n no t t o you r ow n 
understanding; in al l you r way s acknowledg e Him , and H e wil l mak e you r 
paths straight " (Proverb s 3:5-6) . 

Nothing equal s knowin g Jesus! 

How ca n we get to kno w Jesus better ? 

Look up each verse i n Realit y #5 . Th in k abou t ho w Jesus ha s 
changed your lif e i n eac h area. Wr i t e a  sentence abou t it , giving a specific 
illustration. 

DIGGING DEEPE R 
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Reality #6 -  W e Matur e a s We Kno w Jesus Bette r 
You hav e now begu n a  relationship wit h Jesus . Ho w ca n you gro w i n tha t 
relationship? 

Spend time in prayer  daily (Philippians 4:6-7) . 
I wil l pra y five minute s ever y day. 

Study God's Word daily (2 Timothy 3:16) . 
I wil l rea d one Bibl e chapte r ever y day , beginning with th e Boo k o f 

Mark. 

Submit to God  consistently  (James 1:22) . 
I wil l obe y Go d a s I  becom e aware o f Hi s instructions . I  wil l ge t 

baptized a s soon a s possible . (Act s 2:38 ) 

Search for a  church (Hebrews 10:24-25) . 
I wil l g o to a  church that teache s clearl y abou t Jesus. 

Share Jesus with  others  (Roman s 1:16) . 
I wil l tel l m y family an d best friend abou t m y ne w relationshi p 

with Jesus Chris t thi s week . 

Seek Jesus completely  (Joh n 5:22-23) . 
I wil l loo k t o Jesus t o chang e my attitudes an d actions ever y day. 

Read each verse o n growth , then describ e ho w yo u ar e growing i n 
that area . Giv e specifi c example s s o yo u ca n help you r friend . 

Go bac k through th e si x fact s poin t b y point . Wr i t e ou t an y question s 
you thin k you r frien d migh t have. 

DIGGING DEEPE R 
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HERE'S HELP ! 

Th i s materia l i s fro m a  booklet entitle d Jesus: No Equal.  Th i s bookle t 
is availabl e from Reac h Ou t Youth Solutions.www.reach-out.or g o r 
call 1.800.473.9456 . Ge t copie s o f the bookle t t o giv e to you r 
friends a s you presen t th e Gospel . 

COMMUNICATE CLEARL Y 
These si x realitie s ca n take from 3  t o 2 0 minute s t o present . B e flexibl e 
as you presen t th e Gospe l t o you r friends . Tailo r you r approac h t o th e 
time, specific situation , and the person . 

The Hol y Spiri t wil l lea d you t o witnes s i n differen t ways . B e observan t 
and sensitive a s you ar e relatin g to you r friend . I n an y type o f witnessin g 
situation i t i s importan t t o pra y silentl y an d ask Go d fo r guidanc e and 
wisdom t o communicat e th e Gospe l clearly . 

Use thes e seve n hint s t o communicat e th e realitie s i n th e bookle t mos t 
clearly. 

1. Rea d the bookle t a s i t is . 

2. Hol d th e bookle t s o tha t i t ca n be seen clearl y b y the othe r person . 

3. Wai t t o answe r question s unti l th e end . 

4. Us e you r finge r t o poin t t o th e paragrap h wher e yo u ar e reading . 

5. I f a person appear s disinterested , ask th e question , "Does thi s mak e 
sense t o you? " 

6. I f you mak e a  mistake, laugh about i t an d then kee p o n going. 

7. I f your frien d ha s hear d th e Gospe l before , ask tha t perso n t o explai n 
the Gospe l t o you . Tha t wil l hel p you kno w i f he/sh e reall y 
understands it . 
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TO make thi s Gospe l 
presentation a  part o f your life , read i t 
five times . Outlin e i t o n paper . Practic e 
the presentatio n wit h anothe r Christia n 
at leas t twice. Finally , read i t t o a t leas t 
one non-believe r befor e you r nex t 
discipleship grou p meeting . 

Complete thi s sessio n b y memorizing Mar k 1:15 . 

ASSIGNMENT 
I . Hav e tim e alon e wit h Go d ever y da y this week , using 
the following Bibl e readings . 

Day I:Act s 17:16-3 4 

Day 2 : Acts 18:1-1 7 

Day 3 : Act s 18:18-2 8 

Day 4 : Acts 19:1-2 2 

Day 5 : Acts 19:23-4 1 

Day 6 : Acts 20:1-1 2 

Day 7 : Acts 20:13-2 4 

2. Complete Session  8. 

3. Review you r memor y verses . 

4. Go throug h th e Jesus: No Equal  booklet. Rea d i t fiv e times . Outlin e i t 
on paper . Rea d through i t wit h tw o Christia n friend s an d rea d i t wit h on e 
non-Christian friend . 
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Andy ha s talked with John about Jesus Christ . H e ha s given hi s persona l 
testimony an d explained th e Gospel . Wha t doe s Andy d o next to giv e 
John the bes t opportunity t o respon d to Christ ? 

Head Act s B:2B"4 n an d summarize th e passag e by answering 
the following questions . 

What wa s the Ethiopian' s problem ? (w . 30-31 ) 
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What di d h e need? (v. 31) 

How di d Philip mee t hi s need ? (v. 35) 

Which On e Represent s Y O U ? 

confusion purpos e 

guilt forgivenes s 

no peace peac e 

dissatisfaction satisfactio n 

conflict positiv e relationship s 

94 

Like th e Ethiopian , our non-Christia n friend s ofte n don' t understan d ho w 
they ca n have a personal relationshi p wit h Jesus Christ . Bu t Go d use d 
Philip t o lea d the Ethiopia n t o Christ . 

God want s t o us e u s t o lea d 
our los t friend s t o Jesu s Christ -

GETTING TH E PICTUR E 
Jesus wan t u s t o lear n ho w to fis h fo r peopl e (Matthe w 4:19) . A  goo d 
fisherman doesn' t jus t thro w ou t hi s ne t and then forget abou t it . H e ha s 
to kno w ho w t o dra w the net . 

When yo u shar e your faith , you can' t draw th e ne t before your friend s 
understand the Gospe l message . Mak e sure the y grasp the firs t thre e 
realities o f the Gospe l befor e you go on to Realit y #4 . 

You ca n use the following diagra m to explai n ho w you r frien d ca n have a 
personal relationshi p wit h Christ . 
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The perso n o n th e lef t i s i n contro l o f hi s o r he r ow n life . Th i s lifestyl e 
results i n sin , death, and judgment. 

The figur e o n th e righ t represent s someon e whos e lif e i s unde r Jesus 
Christ's control . Chris t i s a t the cente r o f that life . Th e perso n submit s 
to Chris t an d experiences purpose , forgiveness, peace, satisfaction, and 
positive relationships . Th i s happen s when a  person turn s fro m hi s ow n 
way o f lif e an d allows Jesus Chris t t o hav e control o f hi s life . 

Spend a  few minute s lookin g ove r th e diagra m an d mentall y 
present i t t o a  non-Christian friend . Us e th e following space 
for note s o r questions . 

ASKING FOR  A  DECISIO N 

Once yo u hav e explained th e illustratio n t o you r friend , be prepared t o 
ask fou r questions : 

Which figure  better represents your life? I f the answe r is , "The on e o n 
the left, " mov e on to questio n 2 . I f the answe r is , "The on e o n th e 
right," say , "Tell m e ho w yo u aske d Jesus int o you r life. " 

Which figure  would you like to represent  your life? I f the perso n answers , 
"The on e o f the left, " g o on t o questio n 3 . I f h e says, "The on e o n 
the right, " as k hi m t o explai n ho w Jesus ha s change d hi s life . 

Do you know of anything that  would keep you  from turning your life over to 
Jesus Christ  right  now?  I f the answe r i s no , say, "Let's rea d this praye r 
to se e i f i t expresse s you r desir e t o receiv e Christ. " I f the answe r i s 
yes, ask, "What? " 
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Would you pray  this prayer  now  to  receive Jesus Christ? I f the answe r i s 
yes, encourage your frien d t o pra y out lou d with yo u the praye r fro m 
Jesus: No Equal  (Reality #4) . I f the answer i s no , ask, "Why not? " The n 
deal with th e issue s raise d b y your friend . (Se e "Handling Tough 
Questions" belo w and/o r Session  9.)  The n as k th e questio n again , 

"Would yo u pra y this praye r no w t o receiv e Jesus Christ? " Le t you r 
friend kno w tha t this i s th e critica l decisio n tha t he must mak e to follo w 
Jesus. 

HANDLING TOUG H QUESTION S 
Many times you r friend s wil l respon d positivel y t o th e Gospel . Bu t 
sometimes the y wil l hav e questions o r reason s fo r no t receivin g Christ . 
To prepar e to handl e those questions , 

Look u p the following  verses . Wr i t e a  clea r an d simple 
response t o eac h objection. 

Objection #1  —  I  tried  Christianity before and  it  didn't  work. 

Your response (Roman s 10:9-10 ) 

Objection # 2 —  I'm  afraid  I wouldn't  be  able  to  hold out. 

Your response (Isaia h 41:10 ; 2 Cor . 3:5; Phil. 4:13) 

Objection #3  —  What  will  my friends think1 

Your response (Galatian s 1 : 10; I  Pete r 4:14-16 ; 5:10 ) 
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Objection #4  —  But  I  want  to  enjoy myself. 

Your response (Psal m 16:11 ; 84:10; John 10:10 ) 

Objection # 5 —  God  won't  forgive me. 

Your response (Psal m 103:12 ; Isaiah 1:18 ) 

Objection # 6 —  I've  always tried  to be good. 

Your response (Ephesian s 2:8-9 ; James 2:10 ) 

Objection # 7 —  I'm  as  good as  or better than  most Christians. 

Your response (I  Samue l 16:7 ; Proverbs 21:2 ) 
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Objection #8  —  I  would  have to  give up  too much. 

Your response (Mar k 8:34-36 ; Philippians 3:7-8 ) 

Objection # 9 —  I  will  become a  Christian later in life, but not now. 

Your response (Proverb s 27:1 ; 29:1; 2 Corinthian s 6:2 ) 

Objection #10  —  I  can't believe  a  loving God  would  send  anyone to  hell. 

Your response (Matthe w 25:41,46 ) 

When dealin g with thes e objections , remember : 

— B e polite . 

Don't argue . 

Be patient . 

Keep coming back to th e rea l issu e — Jesu s Christ . 

PRESSING ON 

Assuming your frien d i s stil l ope n to discussin g Jesus Christ , go back and 
summarize th e Gospel . Hav e the perso n respon d t o eac h part o f the 
Gospel b y having him answe r th e following questions : 
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— D o yo u realiz e ho w muc h Go d love s yo u an d want s yo u t o 
know him ? 

Do yo u se e that you r si n ha s separate d yo u fro m God ? 

Do yo u understan d wh y Go d sen t H i s So n t o di e fo r you r sins ? 

Do yo u wan t t o receiv e Jesus Chr is t a s your Savio r an d Lord ? 

Are yo u willin g t o mak e thi s a  lifelong commitment ? 

Do yo u wan t t o gro w spiritually ? 

These question s summariz e everythin g tha t yo u hav e sai d t o thi s poin t 

They dra w you r frien d fro m a  general respons e t o a  personal respons e t o 

Jesus Christ . However , i f you ar e no t convince d tha t h e understand s th e 

Gospel o r i s insincere , don' t encourag e hi m t o pra y t o receiv e Christ . I f 

your frien d make s a  decision to o soo n withou t reall y understanding , h e i s 

likely t o struggl e wit h thi s mor e later . B e sensitiv e t o wher e you r frien d i s 

at this point . 

FOLLOWING THROUG H 
If your frien d pray s th e praye r wit h you , then tak e thi s pat h i n th e 

conversation. 

Ask, "Wher e i s Jesus Chr is t righ t now? " Explai n tha t Chr i s t no w 

lives i n hi s heart . Expres s you r excitemen t ove r hi s decision . 

Then say , "Let's se e what Go d give s yo u whe n yo u receiv e Jesus. " 
Read Fac t #5 fro m th e Jesus: No Equal  booklet . Rea d each 
quality tha t Jesus gives , then rea d th e verse . Sto p o n severa l o f 
them t o tel l ho w Chr is t ha s change d you r lif e i n tha t area . 

Read throug h eac h poin t unde r Realit y #6 , looking u p the verse s 

and discussin g eac h point . Tell you r frien d yo u wan t t o hel p hi m 

grow. Sugges t yo u d o the thing s i n Realit y # 6 together . Invit e 

him t o you r church . 

— Conclud e wit h a  prayer o f thanksgiving. Hav e you r frien d pra y 
again, this tim e thankin g Go d fo r comin g int o hi s life , forgiving 
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him fo r ever y si n an d giving hi m lif e i n Jesus. 

Set u p a time whe n yo u ca n meet with you r frien d agai n to hel p 

him grow (se e Bible  Study 10). 

Practice 
your presentation . 

1. Memorize th e diagra m and 
questions o n page s 94 -  96 . Explai n th e illustratio n t o a  Christian frien d 
until yo u fee l comfortabl e wit h you r presentation . 

2. Deal  with the tough questions  by meetin g with a  Christian frien d i n you r 
group an d asking eac h other toug h question s abou t becomin g a Christian. 
Practice you r answe r t o an y questions a  non-Christian migh t ask . 

3.Share your testimony and the Gospel with  a friend this week.  Se t u p the 
time early . 

4. Pray for your friend every da y before you mee t with him . 

Complete thi s session b y memorizing John 1:12 . 

ASSIGNMENT 
I . Continue you r dail y times alon e with God , using th e 
following readings . 

Day I:Act s 20:25-3 8 

Day 2:Act s 21:1-1 6 

Day 3 : Acts 21:17-2 6 

100 

MAKING IT 
PERSONAL 



Book Fou r ~  Givin g Awa y You r Fait h 

Day 4 : Acts 21:27-3 6 

Day 5 : Act s 21:37-22:2 1 

Day 6 : Act s 22:22-3 0 

Day 7 : Act s 23:1-1 1 

2. Complete Session  9. 

3. Review thi s chapte r unti l yo u kno w fro m memor y th e diagram s an d the 
key question s t o as k a  non-Christian friend . Als o b e prepared to answe r 
any objections h e migh t present . 

4. Give your testimon y an d go through th e Jesus: No Equal  booklet wit h 
one non-Christia n frien d thi s week . 
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S E S S I O N 9 

A n s w e r i n g q u e s t i o n s non - Christ ian s a s k 
John an d Andy ar e stil l discussin g Christianity . And y ha s describe d hi s 
personal experienc e wit h Jesus Christ . Togethe r the y hav e read throug h 
the bookle t explainin g the Gospel . Bu t John sti l l ha s severa l questions , 
such as , "How d o you kno w Go d exists? " And y feel s nervou s becaus e h e 
doesn't kno w th e answer s o r wha t h e should do . Wha t d o you thin k 
Andy shoul d do ? 

W H Y ANSWE R 
We'll neve r kno w al l th e answer s t o everythin g abou t Go d an d the Bible , 
but we d o nee d to kno w answer s t o som e commo n questions . W e nee d 
to thin k throug h no t onl y what  we believe , but als o why  we believe . 
Providing thes e answer s fo r thos e t o who m w e witnes s give s the m 
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confidence i n th e intellectua l reliabilit y o f the Gospel . 

When w e kno w th e answers , we wil l b e more confiden t i n ou r faith , and 
therefore, bolder witnesses . Also , we wil l b e better equippe d t o hel p non -
Christians understan d Jesus an d the impac t H e ca n have on thei r lives . 

Read Act s 17:1~4 . Ho w di d Pau l convinc e peopl e o f the 
truth o f Jesus Christ ? Wha t lesson s ca n you lear n from hi s 
experience? 

What Paul  did What  I  can  learn 

Paul late r travele d t o Athens an d encountered peopl e from a  variety o f 
backgrounds. 

Read Act s 17:1G~2 1 an d describe wha t happened . 

The Epicurean s wer e a  group o f peopl e who sough t happines s i n 
everything the y did . Thei r ultimat e goa l an d top priorit y wa s pleasure . 
The Stoic s believe d tha t peopl e shoul d avoi d showin g an y feelings , 
including any reactio n t o happines s o r distress . 

What ar e som e o f the philosophie s o f lif e tha t your friend s hav e that 
differ fro m yours ? 
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Read Act s 17:22-31 . Ho w di d Pau l reac h hi s reluctan t lis -
teners? 

What ca n we lear n fro m Pau l that wil l hel p u s respon d effectivel y t o 
people wh o thin k differentl y tha n w e do ? 

Head Act s 17:32-34 . Afte r Pau l spoke , how di d the peopl e 
respond? Ho w d o you thin k peopl e wil l respon d t o you ? 

HOW T O ANSWE R 
When peopl e as k har d questions , sometimes w e don' t kno w ho w t o 
respond. On e optio n i s t o argu e with the m o r defen d our response s b y 
hitting th e othe r perso n ove r th e hea d with a  fifty-pound King  James Bible. 
Another optio n i s t o craw l i n a  hole. Bu t let' s loo k a t some bette r 
responses. 

Be honest.  Knowin g Jesus Chris t doe s no t mea n you wil l kno w 
the answe r t o ever y questio n aske d abou t Him . I f you don' t 
know th e answe r righ t away , promise t o loo k i t u p and get back 
with th e questioner . The n th e nex t tim e someon e ask s th e sam e 
question, you'll kno w th e answer . 

Never argue.  You ar e trying t o lea d a person t o Chris t —  no t 
win a  debate. Jesu s reasone d wit h peopl e about what the y 
believed. H e didn' t argu e an d neithe r shoul d you . 

104 



Book Four ~ Givin g Awa y You r Fait h 

Listen carefully.  You mus t lear n t o liste n intentl y t o discove r th e 
spiritual conditio n o f th e othe r person . Loo k beyon d hi s 

questions an d find hi s rea l needs . 

Stay on track. Peopl e ofte n interrup t wha t yo u ar e sayin g wit h 

questions tha t ar e of f the subject . Whe n thi s happens , promis e 

to discus s thei r question s a s soo n a s you finis h sharin g you r 

thoughts abou t Jesus Christ . 

Deal wit h sincer e question s t o clarif y confusio n th e othe r perso n migh t 

have, but postpon e "intellectual " question s tha t ar e use d a s a  smoke 

screen t o dodg e th e rea l issu e o f Jesus Christ . 

WHAT T O ANSWE R 
The followin g question s ar e thos e mos t aske d b y student s 

about Jesus. I f yo u kno w th e answer s t o thes e questions , yo u 

wil l b e able to dea l wit h almos t an y objectio n tha t someon e 

wil l rais e whe n yo u shar e you r faith . Afte r eac h question , you 

wil l fin d suggeste d answer s t o stimulat e you r thinking . 

Does Go d Exist ? 
The argument s fo r God' s existenc e include : 

A universal  belief  in God.  Sociolog y an d archeolog y revea l 
overwhelming evidenc e o f belie f i n on e suprem e God . Eve n th e 
most remot e an d primitiv e peopl e worshi p Go d i n som e way . 
And th e majorit y o f peopl e throug h histor y hav e believe d i n 
some kin d o f god o r gods . 

' The  law  of  cause and effect.  T h is scientifi c la w state s tha t n o 

effect i s produce d withou t a  cause. Huma n being s an d th e 

universe itsel f ar e effect s whic h poin t t o a  cause. Behin d thes e 

"effects" i s Go d Himself , the grea t "Cause. " 

The order  and design of the  universe.  Evidence s o f desig n ar e 
everywhere. I t i s a s unlikel y tha t th e worl d wa s create d wit h a 
coincidental "bi g bang " a s i t i s tha t Lincoln' s Gettysbur g Addres s 
could b e written b y a  monkey playin g o n a  computer. (Rea d 
Psalm 19:1-4 ; Roman s 1:19-20. ) 
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The Incarnation.  Th e invisibl e Go d "ou t there " chos e t o 

communicate wit h peopl e "dow n here. " H e di d thi s b y sendin g 

Jesus Chr is t i n huma n for m t o liv e wit h us . Suppos e tha t a s yo u 

begin to pul l int o you r driveway , you se e a n anthill , but yo u don' t 

want t o hur t th e ants . Ho w ca n you ge t them t o react ? Yo u ca n 

yell, wr i te the m letters , o r wav e a  flag, but you can' t 

communicate wit h the m unles s yo u becom e a n ant. Whe n Jesu s 

came to eart h a s a  Man, He wa s abl e to revea l God' s lov e t o us . 

(Read John 1:1 8 an d Hebrew s 1:1-2. ) 

— Changed  lives  today.  Ho w ca n we explai n th e dramati c an d lastin g 
changes i n th e live s o f followers o f Jesus apar t fro m Jesu s Christ ? 
Changed lives , including yours , ca n be the mos t persona l an d 
powerful il lustratio n t o someon e els e o f the fac t that Go d 
exists. 

Now suppos e a  friend ask s you , "How d o yo u kno w Go d exists? " 

How woul d yo u answer ? 

What I f I Don' t Believ e the Bible ? 
If a  person ask s thi s question , have hi m clarif y i t b y asking tw o 

questions o f your own : 

"Why don' t yo u believ e th e Bibl e i s God' s Word? " 

"Can yo u sho w m e any er ror s i n th e Bible? " 

Take th e initiativ e an d sho w tha t th e Bibl e i s a  reliable historica l documen t 
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that ca n be trusted. Her e ar e som e fact s t o suppor t you r answer : 

)> The Bibl e claim s t o b e God's Word. Ove r an d over agai n the 
writers us e the phras e " The Lor d says... " t o indicat e that Go d i s 
the tru e authority . 

The Bibl e i s inspire d b y God ( 2 Timothy 3:16-17) . Th e wor d 
inspired means "God-breathed, " s o ever y wor d o f i t ha s come 
from God . 

The Bibl e writer s wer e eyewitnesse s ( 2 Pete r 1:16) . The y wrot e 

what they absolutel y knew  to b e true. 

— Th e Bibl e passe s al l test s o f historica l accuracy . 

How ca n a document b e determined t o b e historically accurate ? I n Mor e 
Evidence That Demands  a Verdict (Here' s Life) , Josh McDowel l cite s C . 
Sander's fou r tests : 

1. The biographical  test  Ho w reliabl e ar e the manuscripts ? Ho w muc h 
time elapse d betwee n th e origina l an d the oldes t manuscrip t tha t i s 
available? 

No on e question s th e reliabilit y o f the document s tha t recor d Caesar' s 
Gaelic Wars o f 58 B.C . or th e writings o f Roma n historia n Tacitus. Ye t th e 
earliest manuscript s i n existenc e ar e date d anywhere fro m 60 0 t o 1,00 0 
years afte r th e original  manuscripts wer e written . I n othe r words , the 
original manuscrip t wa s copied , then th e cop y was copied , and on and on 
and on fo r hundred s o f years. No w i n existenc e ar e only a  handful o f 
manuscripts tha t hav e been recopie d an d passed dow n throug h centuries . 
Yet historian s trus t thos e manuscript s t o b e reliable . 

Historians haven' t found a  few manuscript s t o suppor t th e Ne w Testamen t 
— the y hav e found thousands  of them. Tw o excellen t example s fro m th e 
fourth centur y contai n th e entir e Ne w Testament, and others contai n 
portions o f the Ne w Testament tha t were writte n fro m A.D. 200-300 . 
One fragmen t o f the boo k o f John i s date d as early a s A.D. 130 . Whe n i t 
comes to historica l accuracy , no on e can question th e validit y o f the Ne w 
Testament. 

2. The internal  evidence test.  Th i s tes t ha s to d o with authorshi p an d styl e 
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to determin e reliability . Ca n the testimony o f the writer s b e trusted? 

The authorit y o f the Ne w Testament writer s i s prove n b y the fac t that 
they actuall y kne w Jesus o r wer e eyewitnesse s o f Hi s works . Sinc e th e 
disciples live d an d wrote durin g a  time whe n thei r critic s wer e 
everywhere, those critic s woul d hav e delighted i n exposin g them a s frauds 
— especiall y ove r th e subjec t o f the Resurrection . I f the apostle s ha d lied 
as they wrot e th e Bible , thousands o f livin g witnesses woul d hav e expose d 
them a s frauds an d Christianity woul d hav e ended befor e i t eve r began . 
The Ne w Testament i s reliabl e becaus e the author s coul d bac k u p thei r 
testimony a s eyewitnesses . (Se e Luk e I : I -3; Acts 2:22 ; and I  Joh n 1:3. ) 

3. The external  evidence test  Externa l evidenc e offer s suppor t fro m 
sources othe r tha n the Ne w Testament writer s t o confir m th e reliabilit y 
of the Ne w Testament. One suc h sourc e i s th e writing s o f the earl y 
church fathers . Vas t quantitie s o f independent material s exis t whic h quot e 
from th e Ne w Testament. Som e o f the author s includ e Clemen t (A.D . 
95), Ignatius (A.D . 70-110), Polycar p (A.D . 70-156), and Irenaeu s (A.D . 180) . 

Another powerfu l sourc e o f externa l evidenc e i s archeology . Th i s scienc e 
of excavating ancient relic s ha s neve r faile d to authenticat e th e Bible . 
According to Nelso n Glueck , a renowned Jewish archeologist , "N o 
archeological discover y ha s eve r controverte d a  biblical reference. " 

4. The  tes t of  fulfilled prophecy. Th e biblica l standar d fo r a  true prophe t wa s 
100 percen t accurac y (Deuteronom y 18:21-22) . Man y of the Ol d 
Testament prophet s spok e o f the Messia h t o come . Ove r 30 0 o f thos e 
prophecies wer e fulfille d i n Jesus. Accordin g to Pete r Stone r (Science 
Speaks, Moody Press) , "The chanc e that any man might hav e lived dow n t o 
the presen t tim e an d fulfilled eigh t prophecie s i s I  i n 1 0 to th e 17t h 
power" ( I i n 100,000,000,000,000,000) . Stone r continue s t o illustrat e tha t 
10 silve r dollar s coul d b e stacked tw o fee t dee p over th e entir e stat e o f 
Texas. Suppos e yo u marke d onl y on e o f those silve r dollars , hid i t an d 
blindfolded a  volunteer. You r voluntee r woul d hav e as much chanc e o f 
choosing the correc t silve r dolla r o n a  single choic e as a  person woul d 
have of randoml y fulfillin g onl y eight  of the prophecie s concernin g th e 
Messiah. Yet , Jesus fulfille d no t 8  prophecies , but ove r 300 ! 
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Now, without lookin g back , briefly outlin e ho w yo u woul d respon d t o a 
friend wh o question s th e authorit y o f the Bible . 

Jesus said , "I a m the wa y and the trut h an d the life . N o on e 
comes t o th e Fathe r excep t throug h Me " (Joh n 14:6) . 

Peter (an d the othe r apostles ) taugh t that , "Salvation i s foun d i n 
no on e els e [othe r tha n Jesus Christ] , for ther e i s n o othe r 
name under heave n given to me n b y which w e mus t b e saved" 
(Acts 4:12) . 

— Jesu s reveal s Go d t o u s (Joh n 1:18) . 

Jesus make s i t possibl e t o hav e a personal relationshi p wit h th e 
Father ( I Pete r 3:18) . 

— y  N o othe r religiou s leade r eve r ros e fro m th e dead . Th e grave s 
of Muhammad , Buddha, Confucius, and numerous other s wh o 

Is Jesus the Onl y Way t o God ? 
Some peopl e questio n Christianity' s clai m t o b e the onl y wa y to God . 
They poin t ou t tha t Muslim s an d Jews ar e sincer e i n thei r beliefs . 
Christians ar e accused o f bein g narrow-minded o n thi s matter , yet 
we, as believers , have to le t the Bibl e spea k fo r itself . 
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started religiou s movement s al l contai n dea d bodies. Onl y Jesu s 
the Chris t conquere d death , and only throug h Hi m i s eterna l lif e 
possible. 

Now summariz e ho w yo u woul d explai n t o someon e tha t Jesus Chris t i s 
the onl y wa y to God . 

How Coul d Jesus Hav e Bee n Raise d from th e Dead ? 
The evidenc e o f Jesus' resurrectio n i s overwhelming . Conside r th e 
following proofs : 

1. The witness  of  scholars. A  simpl e presentatio n o f the fact s o f Jesus' deat h 
and resurrection ha s convince d man y o f the world' s wises t peopl e that 
Jesus di d indee d ris e fro m th e dead . 

One exampl e i s Lor d Lindhurst , one o f the greates t lega l authorities i n 
English history . Lindhurs t writes , " I kno w prett y wel l wha t evidenc e is ; and 
I tel l yo u suc h evidenc e a s that o f the Resurrectio n ha s neve r broke n 
down yet " ( Therefore Stand: Christian Apologetics, Wi lbur M . Smith, cited by 
Josh McDowel l i n Evidence  That Demands  a Verdict, Campu s Crusad e fo r 
Christ). 

Another exampl e i s forme r Harvar d la w professor , Simon Greenleaf . 
Challenged b y two student s abou t whether th e Resurrectio n woul d stan d 
up i n a  court o f law , Greenlea f answered yes . Afte r thoroug h study , 
Greenleaf concluded , "The resurrectio n o f Jesus Chris t i s th e mos t 
established fac t of history " ( Testimony of the  Evangelist,  Baker). 

2. The undisturbed  graveclothes  (Joh n 20:1-8) . Whe n Pete r an d John sa w th e 
burial wrappin g o f Jesus, they sa w the strip s o f line n bu t n o body . Th e 

110 



Book Four- Giving Away Your Faith 

head cloth wa s "folde d u p by itself. " Wi t h thi s evidenc e i n fron t o f them , 
they "sa w an d believed. " 

3. The empty  tomb.  The authoritie s too k grea t precaution s t o preven t th e 
disappearance o f Jesus' body . 

Jesus wa s place d i n a  new tom b carve d ou t o f soli d roc k 
(Matthew 27:60) . 

Jesus' bod y was wrappe d i n strip s o f line n an d about 75 pound s 
of buria l spice s (Joh n 19:39-40) . 

— Jesus ' tom b wa s close d wit h a  large ston e tha t weighed tw o ton s 
(Matthew 27:60) . 

The Jewis h leader s mad e the tom b secur e b y havin g Pilate sea l 
the ston e (Matthe w 27:60) . Th e emperor' s officia l insigni a ove r 
the tom b mean t deat h to anyon e who brok e it . 

The Roman s place d a guard aroun d th e tom b (Matthe w 27:65) . 
Th i s guar d consiste d o f 1 6 of the bes t traine d soldier s i n th e 
world. 

Even thoug h Jesus' resurrectio n require d tha t H e overcom e th e tomb , the 
wrappings, the spices , the seal , the Jewish leaders , and the Roma n guard , 
nothing i s to o har d for God . I n fact , the onl y reasonable  explanatio n whe n 
Jesus' bod y was missin g wa s tha t Jesus' Chris t ha d been raise d fro m th e 
dead. N o othe r explanatio n fit s al l o f the facts . 

4. The ten  appearances. Jesu s appeare d at leas t 1 0 differen t time s i n 4 0 
days afte r Hi s resurrectio n an d was see n b y as many a s 50 0 people . H e 
ate fish. H e talked . Som e o f the disciple s touche d Him . Th e followin g 
verses contai n reference s t o Jesus ' appearances : Matthew 28:9-10 , 16-20 ; 
Mark 1:14 ; Luke 24:13-32 , 34,36-43 ; John 20:14,26-29 ; 21:1-23 ; I 
Corinthians 15:6-7 . 

5. The disciples'  changed lives.  Whil e Jesu s wa s alive , His famil y an d friends 
didn't reall y understan d wha t H e wa s tryin g t o teac h them concernin g Hi s 
death an d resurrection . A t on e point , His famil y member s eve n though t 
He wa s "ou t o f Hi s mind " (Mar k 3:20-21) . Bu t afte r th e Resurrection , 
Jesus' follower s bega n to comprehen d wha t ha d happened. H i s disciple s 
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began to spea k wit h boldnes s an d power, and Hi s ow n brother , James, 
introduced hi s epistle , "James, a servan t o f Go d an d of the Lor d Jesus 
Christ" (Jame s 1:1) . 

6. The changed  lives  of people through  the centuries. Million s o f live s hav e 
been changed by Jesus Chris t i n th e nearl y 2,00 0 plu s year s sinc e Hi s 
resurrection. An d man y non-believers , who ten d to disregar d historica l 
evidence, have come to kno w Jesus Chris t becaus e someon e the y kne w 
modeled a  genuine Christia n lifestyle . 

The presenc e o f Jesu s Chris t 
in you r l i f e ma y b e th e bes t 
evidence o f th e Resurrectio n 

you ca n giv e t o a  friend . 

MY ANSWE R 

Now, briefly describ e fro m memor y wha t you would sa y to someon e 
who want s t o kno w ho w yo u ca n believe that Jesus ros e fro m th e dead . 

J 

How Ca n a  Good Go d Sen d Peopl e to Hell ? 
If a  judge send s guilt y peopl e to jail , no one accuse s hi m o f being a 
bad judge. H e i s onl y doin g what i s fair . Ye t som e peopl e think Go d 
is ba d or mea n o r unfai r becaus e H e say s that guilty peopl e wil l b e 
judged and sentenced. Whe n dealin g with peopl e who hol d thes e 

views, help them understan d th e facts : 

God i s jus t (Jo b 34:12) . I t i s impossibl e fo r Hi m t o b e unfair . 
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/ Go d provide s enoug h evidenc e o f Himsel f throug h natur e fo r 
people to respon d t o Hi m (Roman s 1:19-20) . 

God doesn' t hol d peopl e accountable fo r wha t the y don' t know . 
If you hav e a Bible an d the abilit y t o read , you ar e responsibl e fo r 
obeying God' s command s recorde d i n Scripture . Bu t i n remot e 
areas o f the world wher e Bible s (an d reading ) are unknown , God 
doesn't judg e the peopl e b y how wel l the y liv e b y the Ten 
Commandments. Instead , He make s Himsel f know n throug h 
their conscience s (Roman s 2:12-16).All people hav e received som e degre e of light . I f you go out a t 

night, you ca n see a  little bi t b y starlight . Yo u ca n see bette r i f a 
full moo n i s out . Bu t th e bes t ligh t b y far i s sunlight . Peopl e 
receive differen t quantitie s o f God' s "light, " an d are expected t o 
respond t o th e amoun t o f ligh t the y hav e received. Whe n the y 
choose t o rejec t that light , they wal k i n darknes s an d judgment 
(John 3:19-21) . 

No on e ca n be saved apart from Jesus Chris t (Joh n 14:6 ; Act s 
4:12). Jesu s i s th e onl y wa y to God . 

God doesn' t want  to sen d anyon e to hel l ( 2 Pete r 3:9) . Hel l wa s 
created for th e devi l an d hi s angel s (Matthe w 25:41) . Go d 
desires tha t al l peopl e repen t and live with Hi m forever . 

Suppose a  friend ask s yo u ho w a  good Go d ca n send peopl e to hell . 
Wr i te you r answe r belo w from memory . 
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Won't I  Go t o Heave n I f I 'm Goo d Enough ? 

God doesn' t grad e on a  curve! A  person' s salvatio n i s pass/fail . 
When a  person believe s i n an d receive s Jesus Chris t a s hi s persona l 
Savior, he "passes " an d i s assure d o f heaven . I f h e never make s tha t 

decision, i t i s impossibl e fo r hi m t o b e "good enough " t o ge t int o heaven . 
He "fails. " Conside r th e followin g reasoning : 

— I t i s possibl e t o b e a good perso n withou t bein g a Christian. 
Nicodemus wa s a  highly educated , wealthy, and moral Jewis h 
leader, yet Jesus tol d him , "You mus t b e born again " (Joh n 3:1-7) . 

— A  goo d mora l lif e canno t sav e anyone. God' s standar d i s sinles s 
perfection. I f we ar e guilty o f even on e sin , we canno t ente r int o 
God's presenc e o n th e basi s o f our "goodness " (Jame s 2:10) . 

— Jesu s cam e to eart h t o di e o n th e cros s fo r ou r sins . I f we ha d 
the abilit y t o b e good enoug h t o ge t to heave n (an d to God ) o n 
our own , then Go d would no t hav e sacrificed Hi s So n Jesus o n 
the cross . Tha t woul d hav e been unnecessar y (Ephesian s 2:8-9 ; 
T i tus 3:5) . 

Anyone wh o think s h e i s goo d enoug h t o ge t to heave n probabl y ha s a 
problem wit h pride . Only seein g from God' s perspectiv e wil l chang e that 
person's min d (Psalm s 10:4) . 

MY ANSWE R 

What woul d yo u sa y to someon e wh o asks , "Won't I  go to heave n i f I' m 
a good person? " 
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Why Doe s Go d Allow Evi l an d Suffering ? 
Th i s i s a  difficult questio n t o answer . Ye t i f the existenc e o f evi l 
causes u s t o thin k there' s n o God , we hav e an even greater problem . 
Dostoevski, the Russia n novelist , said, " If there i s n o God , then 
anything i s permitted. " S o assumin g that Go d exists , why woul d H e 

allow evil ? 

— Th e univers e tha t Go d create d wa s perfect , yet human s wer e 
given the freedo m t o disobe y God . Evi l wa s on e resul t o f huma n 
disobedience (Genesi s 3:22) . 

— Evi l i s temporary . Jesu s Chris t die d o n th e cros s t o solv e th e 
problem o f evi l (Isaia h 53:4-6) . Evi l wil l b e a problem onl y whil e 
we ar e i n thi s worl d (Revelatio n 21:4) . 

God's goodnes s i s greate r tha n th e evi l w e face. Go d i s involve d 
in ou r sufferin g an d hurt . H e care s fo r u s ( 2 Corinthian s 1:3-5 ; I 
Peter 5:7) . 

Evil cause s u s t o se e our hopelessnes s an d turn t o God . 

Now, from memory , record ho w yo u woul d explai n th e presenc e o f evi l 
to a  friend wh o asks . 
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After you r 

friends as k thei r questions , give them 
four question s t o thin k about . 

4 Questions 
1. Who is  Jesus Christ ? Base d o n th e claim s tha t H e made , there ar e 
only fou r options : He wa s a  liar, a lunatic, a  legend , or th e Lord . 

2. How do you explain Jesus rising  from  the dead? Th e proo f o f the 
Resurrection i s overwhelming . Th e burde n o f proo f i s o n th e non -
believer t o explai n i t away ! 

3. What if  you  are  wrong? The non-believe r lose s everythin g b y no t 
giving hi s lif e t o Jesus Christ . 

4. If  you  became  convinced  that  Jesus Christ  is  the  Son of God,  would  you 
give your  life to Him? Som e peopl e us e question s t o hid e thei r fear s 
about confrontin g Chris t personally . Th i s questio n cut s throug h tha t 
and gets t o thei r rea l needs . 

Intellectual argument s d o no t wi n 
people, i t take s th e lov e o f Jesu s 

Christ flowin g throug h you ! 

Review th e question s i n thi s Bibl e stud y severa l times . Memoriz e th e 
answers t o eac h question. Ad d your ow n points , illustrations, and 
Scripture references . Mee t with a  Christian frien d an d go over eac h 
question unti l eac h outline i s clea r i n your mind . The n se t u p a time thi s 
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week t o tal k wit h a  friend wh o struggle s wit h on e o f these questions . 
Face the questio n head-on . Recor d th e result s o f your meetin g below . 

Complete thi s session b y memorizing Revelatio n 3:20 . 

ASSIGNMENT 

I . Continue you r dail y times alon e with God , using th e 
following readings : 

Day I: Acts 23:12-3 5 

Day 2 : Acts 24:1- 9 

Day 3 : Act s 24:10-2 7 

Day 4 : Acts 25:1-1 2 

Day 5 : Act s 25:13-2 7 

Day 6 : Act s 26:1-1 1 

Day 7 : Act s 26:12-3 2 

2. Complete Session  10. 

3. Share you r testimon y an d the Gospe l presentatio n wit h a  non-believing 
friend thi s week . 

4. Continue t o revie w th e question s an d answers fro m thi s Bibl e study . 
Meet with on e perso n wh o i s strugglin g with on e o f the question s an d 
talk i t through . 
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H e l p i n g a  new Christ ia n g r o w 

After man y talks wit h Andy, John ha s receive d Chris t an d has a strong 
desire t o gro w i n hi s relationshi p wit h Jesus . And y i s excited . H e want s 
to witnes s t o everyone ! S o h e begin s to spen d tim e wit h anothe r non -
Christian friend , leaving John o n hi s own . H e doesn' t se e John much , 
except casuall y a t school. Whe n Andy an d John finally si t dow n an d talk 
again, Andy discover s tha t John ha s los t hi s excitemen t fo r Christ . 

What coul d Andy hav e done to hel p John grow a s a  new believe r an d stay 
excited abou t following Jesus? 

HOW D O THEY GROW ? 
When yo u lea d a friend t o Christ , you hav e the opportunit y an d the 
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responsibility t o se e that your frien d grows . A s a  "spiritual parent, " yo u 
can't assume tha t h e can feed and care for himself . Wha t i s neede d by 
new babie s and new believers ? Why ? ( I Pete r 2:2 ) 

New Christians ' need s are simila r t o thos e o f ne w babies . The y nee d 
someone t o fee d them an d take car e of them. Let' s loo k a t some o f 
those needs . 

Love 
A ne w Christia n need s to experienc e th e securit y an d acceptance 
that come s from bein g loved. Genuin e lov e involve s mor e tha n 
talking; it include s actio n a s well . 

Read 1  John 3:1B~1B . I n wha t ways ca n we pu t ou r lov e 
into actio n with a  new believer ? 

Food 
New believer s totall y depen d o n someon e els e t o fee d them. N o 
one expect s a  newborn bab y to g o to th e kitche n an d make egg s fo r 
breakfast. Bu t sometime s w e assume a  new Christia n know s ho w t o 
eat spiritual food. 

Read 1  Timothy 4:G . Wha t ar e some way s yo u ca n help 
feed and nourish a  new believer ? 

Response 
Young Christians an d babies ar e lik e sheep . Whe n i t come s t o 
protecting themselves , they ar e helpless . 
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Read 1  Peter 5: 8 and Ephesians B:10~17 . Fro m wha t d o 
new believer s nee d to b e protected? Ho w ca n they lear n t o 
protect themselves ? 

Training 
It's no t enoug h for a  parent t o love , feed, and protect a  baby. Th e 
child mus t b e trained. 

Accnrdinq t n Cnlnssians 2:7 , what kin d o f training d o ne w 
believers need ? 

Young Christians nee d training i n man y areas includin g knowledg e o f Jesus 
Christ, prayer , Bible study , fellowship, witnessing, and obedience t o God . 
Wi th trainin g i n these basi c areas, they ca n become strong i n thei r faith . 

W H Y ME ? 
Meeting the need s o f ne w believer s i n orde r t o hel p them liv e for Chris t 
demands a  commitment o n ou r part . Conside r som e goo d reason s t o 
commit ourselve s t o suc h a  large responsibility : 

If we  take  part in  a  spiritual birth  then  we are responsible for 
spiritual growth.  The Apostle Pau l took missionar y journey s t o 
preach and establish ne w churches . Bu t h e didn' t sto p there . 
He woul d doubl e bac k late r an d check o n th e growth o f the 
new churche s (Act s 14:21-28) . Sometime s h e couldn' t visi t i n 

person, so h e wrote letter s ( I Corinthian s 16:21 ; Galatians 6:11) . An d 
Paul always supporte d hi s ne w brother s an d sisters i n Chris t b y prayin g 
for the m (Colossian s 1:3-4,9-12) . Fro m thes e verses , what specifi c thing s 
can you d o to follo w u p a new believer ? 
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As members  of the  body  of  Christ all  of us have  the  opportunity to 
help young believers  grow.  Ho w di d the Apostle Pau l describ e thi s 
responsibility? (Ephesian s 4:1 1 -16 ) 

If we  love  Jesus, we will  take  care of  those who belong to  Him. 
Loving younger Christian s give s evidenc e o f our lov e fo r Jesus . 
How di d Jesus mak e that poin t t o Peter ? (Joh n 21:15-17 ) 

Jesus commanded us  to  make disciples of all  nations  (Matthew 
28:18-20). Makin g disciples i s no t th e sam e as makin g converts . 
Disciple-making involve s "teachin g them t o obe y everything " 
that Jesus taught . Wha t ca n we d o to hel p peopl e becom e 
consistent follower s o f Chris t accordin g to Matthe w 28:18-20 ? 

Our challeng e to "presen t everyon e perfec t i n Christ " (Colossian s 1:28 ) i s 
a great responsibility , but i t i s als o a  tremendous privilege . I t i s excitin g t o 
consider ho w Go d wants t o us e u s t o buil d u p our younge r brother s an d 
sisters i n Christ . 

HOW D O WE GE T STARTED ? 
No mor e tha t 48 hour s afte r you r frien d receive s Christ , follo w thes e 
steps precisel y t o ge t your frien d "out o f the blocks " an d on th e roa d t o 
an exciting, growing relationshi p t o Jesus. 
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1. Replay the  Decision. G o throug h th e Gospe l presentatio n again . Rea d 
the praye r again . Reaffir m tha t you r frien d ha s receive d Jesus Christ . Pra y 
and thank Go d agai n for wha t Jesus ha s done . 

2. Offer the Challenge. Tel l hi m tha t yo u wan t to hel p hi m grow i n hi s ne w 
relationship wit h Jesus . Rea d together Colossian s 2:6-7 . Tal k abou t 
growing a  garden. "Suppos e yo u hav e just plante d a  garden. Wha t woul d 
happen i f you neve r watered , weeded, or fertilize d it ? Bu t wit h watering , 
weeding, and fertilizing i t wil l grow . Th e sam e i s tru e i n you r relationshi p 
with Christ. " As k hi m i f h e will ge t together wit h yo u onc e or twic e a 
week fo r th e nex t si x week s t o concentrat e o n hi s growt h i n Christ . Tel l 
him yo u wil l wor k together , but that i t wil l tak e som e wor k o n hi s part . 

3. Be honest  Explai n tha t you aren' t perfec t an d don' t kno w al l o f the 
answers. Loo k t o th e Bibl e fo r th e answers . Mak e i t clea r tha t you wil l 
let eac h other down . Yo u wil l experienc e setbacks , but you can' t qui t 
loving Jesus o r eac h other . 

4. Use  Getting  Started.  Orde r a  copy o f Getting Started  for bot h o f you. 

Let hi m kno w tha t thi s i s wha t yo u wil l discuss . 

Set u p a time an d a place to meet . Remembe r t o cal l beforehan d t o 
remind him . 

Getting Starte d i s availabl e from Reac h Ou t Youth Solution s a t 
www.reach-out.org o r I  -800-473-9456 

WHAT DO WE DD? 
A ne w Christia n need s support , encouragement, prayer, and the 
opportunity t o discus s hi s fait h wit h anothe r Christian . Talkin g abou t th e 
Bible an d answering th e question s i n Getting  Started  will hel p your frien d 
grow spiritually . Kee p these idea s i n min d a s you meet : 

Tell him what.  Tel l hi m th e goa l o f the sessio n an d what h e 
should kno w whe n yo u complet e it . 

Tell him why.  Giv e hi m answer s fro m Scriptur e an d from you r 
experience wit h Christ . 

http://www.reach-out.org
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— Show  him how.  Sho w hi m ho w yo u pu t int o practic e th e practica l 
ideas i n Getting  Started.  Fo r example , show hi m wha t yo u d o 
when yo u rea d the Bibl e an d pray. 

Get him going. Mee t with hi m t o wor k o n th e lesso n together . 
Make sur e bot h o f you d o i t separately , then discus s i t together . 

Pass it on.  Hel p hi m t o expres s t o other s wha t h e i s learnin g 
about Jesus Christ . Go wit h hi m t o d o that. Befor e lon g he wil l 
lead others t o Christ . Th i s i s th e kin d o f spiritual reproductio n 
Jesus ha d in min d whe n H e gav e us th e Grea t Commissio n 
(Matthew 28:18-20 ) 

question. Loo k u p each Bible vers e and 
talk abou t it . Mak e sur e yo u d o eac h session yourself . 

3. Have him summarize each  point  in the session. 

4. Discuss how  the session applies  to your everyday lives.  Hel p hi m b e specific 
in hi s application . 

5. Go  over  the memory verse together. Use thes e guideline s t o hel p hi m 
learn it : 

Quote th e topi c an d reference a t the beginnin g and end o f the 

Learn on e phras e a t a time an d repeat i t unti l yo u kno w it , then 
say the nex t phrase . 

Review th e vers e ever y da y that week . 

6. Pray for each other.  Ask hi m wha t hi s need s are . Shar e you r need s too . 

1. Spend a  few minutes catching up  on 
each other's  personal  lives. 

2. Go  through  the session and  answer each 

Follow thi s forma t t o ge t the mos t ou t 
of the discussions . 

verse. 
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The wa y yo u ca n 
help you r ne w Christia n 

friend th e mos t i s t o PRAY ! 

Pray fo r hi s protectio n fro m Sata n and the world . 

Pray tha t h e will gro w t o maturit y i n Christ . 

Pray tha t h e will understan d eac h lesson an d obey Go d 
completely i n applyin g i t t o hi s life . 

Talk 
to you r grou p 

leader abou t your frien d wh o i s a 
new believer . I f someone yo u kno w 
has no t becom e a  believer, ask you r 
discipleship grou p leade r i f there i s 
someone els e you ca n help grow i n Christ . Conside r workin g wit h 
someone wh o i s a  year o r tw o younge r tha n you.  Wr i t e tha t person' s 
name here : 

Ask th e perso n whos e nam e you wrot e dow n t o mee t with yo u one-on -
one fo r si x week s t o g o through Getting  Started.  A s yo u prepar e fo r eac h 
session, follow th e instruction s i n thi s session . 

Complete thi s session b y memorizin g 2  Corinthian s 
5:17. 

ASSIGNMENT 
I . Hav e a  time alon e with Go d ever y da y this week , using the followin g 
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Bible readings : 

Day I:Act s 27:1-1 2 

Day 2 : Act s 27:13-2 6 

Day 3 : Act s 27:27-4 4 

Day 4 : Acts 28:1-1 0 

Day 5 : Act s 28:11-1 6 

Day 6 : Act s 28:17-2 2 

Day 7 : Act s 28 : 23-3 1 

2. Continue t o shar e you r testimon y an d the Gospe l presentatio n ever y 

3. Continue t o g o through Getting  Started  with a  new believer , getting hi m 
going forward i n hi s relationshi p wit h Jesus Christ . 

4.Talk t o you r grou p leade r abou t continuing i n the Movin g Toward 
Maturity serie s b y studying Influencing  Your World. Orde r fro m Reac h Ou t 
Youth Solution s a t www.reach-out.org o r cal l I  -800-473-9456. 

week. 

THINGS YOU NEED: 
Getting Starte d an d 

Influencing you r Worl d 
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BIBLE MEMOR Y CARD S 

Each memory vers e o n thes e card s i s printe d i n th e New  International 
Version (NIV). Th e verse s correspon d wit h th e Bibl e studie s i n thi s book . 

A L W A Y S CARR Y T HE C A R D S W I T H YOU . 

Use wha t help s yo u most : 

Put a  rubber ban d around them . 

Carry the m i n a n envelope. 

Place them i n you r walle t o r pocketbook . 

— Pu t them o n th e viso r o f your car . 

Carry the m i n you r Bible . 

Daily revie w eac h verse you'v e learned . 

Have someon e chec k you r progres s eac h week. 

Apply eac h verse t o you r dail y life . 
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1. KNOWIN G GO D 
John 17: 3 

Now thi s i s eterna l life : that they ma y 
know You, the onl y tru e God , and 
Jesus Christ , whom You hav e sent . 
(NIV) 

6. RESULT S O F RESURRECTIO N I 
1 Peter 3:1 B 1 s 

For Chris t die d for sin s onc e for all , J 
the righteou s fo r th e unrighteous , to | 
bring you t o God . H e wa s pu t to 
death i n the bod y bu t mad e alive b y J 
the Spirit . (NIV ) 

2. EFFECT S O F SI N 
Romans 3:23 , 6:2 3 

For al l hav e sinned an d fall shor t o f 
the glory o f God...Fo r th e wage s o f 
sin i s death , but the gif t o f God i s 
eternal lif e i n Chris t Jesus ou r Lord . 
(NIV) 

: 
7. REPENTANC E 

Mark 1: 5 j 
« 

"The tim e ha s come, " h e [Jesus ] 
said. "Th e kingdo m o f God i s near . 5 
Repent an d believe the Goo d News. " j 
(NIV) ; 

• ft 

3. JUDGMEN T 
Hebrews 9:2 7 

Man i s destine d t o di e once, and after 
that to fac e judgment. (NIV ) 

ft 

B. CHILDRE N D F GO D 
John 1:1 2 | 

• • 
Yet to al l who receiv e Him , to thos e | 
who believe d i n H i s name , He gave 
the righ t t o becom e children o f God . 
(NIV) 

4. GOD' S LOV E 
Homans 5: 8 
God demonstrate s H i s ow n lov e fo r 
us i n this : Whi l e w e were stil l sinners , 
Christ die d for us . (NIV ) 

3. JESU S KNOCK S 
Revelation 3:2 0 1 

• 
Here 1  am! 1  stand a t the doo r an d • 
knock. I f anyone hear s M y voice an d ; 
opens th e door , 1  will g o in an d eat ; 
with him , and he with Me . (NIV ) 

5. RESURRECTIO N 
1 Corinthian s 15:3~ 4 

For wha t 1  received 1  passed on t o 
you a s of f i rst importance ; that Chris t 
died for ou r sin s accordin g to th e 
Scriptures, that H e wa s buried , that 
He wa s raise d o n the thir d da y 
according to th e Scriptures . (NIV ) 

i 
ID. NE W CREATIO N : • 

2 Corinthian s 5:1 7 
Therefore, i f anyone i s i n Christ , he 1 
is a  new creation ; the ol d ha s gone, I 
the ne w ha s come ! (NIV ) t } 
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